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Regional Hamfests and Other Events 
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Wednesday of each month. Visitors are Salwar weleoriel The) 1ex 
meeting will be held on February 10th in Takoma Park, Maryland at — 
Columbia Union College, HMS Richards Bldg., Flower Avenue (Take 


Charleston ARS, North Charleston; SC 
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Chautauqua County Radio Amateurs, Westfield, NY 
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Greenwood Ave., left on Greenwood to 2nd building on left. 
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336-957-3820 
716-634-4667 
516-399-1877 
703-757-5021 
304-574-4847 
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410-HAM-FEST 


On The Cover 


Pictured at his console station in Cheverly is Murray 
Green, K3BEQ. One of the founding fathers of the Green 
Mountain Repeater Association (GMRA), and its AutoCall 
column editor, Murray enjoys Dxing and writing. A 
number of his articles have appeared in QST. He is also 
editor of the Green Mountain News which was recently 
lauded as excellent by the Amateur Radio News Service. 


Photo by Guy Avey, W3INT 
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1 os ARE EG EN a NT aE SE TM ‘ . 


By Jack Kelleher 
W4ZC 


It’s a good idea to sit back every so often and 
look at the forest rather than counting the trees. 
So, for the benefit of those who are not subscribers 
to the W5YI Report, here are selected abstracts 
from. the leading article in the WSYI Report for 
January Ist, 1999, titled “The 1998 Amateur Radio 
Year in Review”.. 


JANUARY 1998 


Two rulemaking proceedings were still 
awaiting action by the FCC. One is WT Docket 
96-188 “Authorization of Visiting Foreign Amateur 
Operators to Operate stations in the United States”, 
which seeks to simplify procedures whereby 
certain foreign amateurs can operate amateur radio 
stations while on short visits to the U.S. The other 
is WT 97-12, which seeks to “Provide Greater Use 
of Spread Spectrum Communication Technologies 
in the Amateur Radio Services”. 


The FCC began activating their new Universal 
Licensing System, which consolidates into one 
many different licensing systems (including that 
for the Amateur Service). 


Gate 4 of the Vanity Call Sign System “Lag 
in December 1997. 


As of January Ist all amateur radio licensees 
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were expected to evaluate their stations for 
potentially excessive human exposure to RF, and 
take corrective action if necessary. 


At WRC-97 in Geneva two amateur radio 
issues that were on the tentative agenda for WRC- 
99 were postponed until WRC-2001. They are 
realignment of allocations around 7 MHz to reduce 
conflict between ham radio and short wave 
broadcasting allocations, and consideration of ITU 
Radio Regulation S25, especially the Morse code 
proficiency requirement for operation below 30 
MHz. 


FEBRUARY 1998 


Canadian amateurs were advised that their 
regulatory agency, Industry Canada, was looking 
into the possibility of regulating amateur radio 
operators without the use of radio station licenses. 
The FCC released a list of initiatives proposed for 
review as part of the Congressionally-mandated 
Biennial Regulatory review. One of the initiatives 
is simplification and streamlining of the Amateur 
Radio Service. (See related items on restructuring 
proposals by ARRL in July, and by the FCC in 
August). 


The FCC issued an NPRM concerning the 
proposed Universal Licensing System which, when 
fully implemented, will reduce the forms required 
for licenses in various radio services from forty to 
four. ( More details are given under the September 
happenings in the WSYI summary). The NPRM 
also proposes discontinuing issuance of reciprocal 
operating permits to visiting radio amateur permits 
and authorizing reciprocal operation by rule. 


MARCH 1998 


In a meeting between FCC and ARRL officials, 
ARRL was told that the Commission was thinking 
about reducing all Morse code examination speeds 
to 5 wpm as a way to eliminate the need to grant 
waivers of high speed telegraphy examinations to 
the handicapped. 


Continued on page 7 
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MEMBER CLUBS 


Adams County Amateur Radio Society 
Alexandria Radio Club 

Amateur Radio Research and Develop. Corp. 
AMSAT - Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation 
Anne Arundel Radio Club 

Antietam Radio Association, Inc. 

ARINC Amateur Radio Club 

Arlington Amateur Radio Club 

Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 

Baltimore Radio Amateur Television Society 
Calvert Amateur Radio Association 

Capital City Amateur Radio Society 

Capitol Hill Amateur Radio Society 

Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 

Central Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Charles County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
Chaverim of the Greater Washington Area 
Cheese Hollow Amateur Radio Society 
Columbia Amateur Radio Association 
D-MARC - Digital Mid-Atlantic Radio Council 
Department of State Amateur Radio Club 
Dulles Amateur Radio Group 

Explorer Post #80- Amateur Radio 

Fauquier Amateur Radio Association 
Federal City REACT Amateur Radio Club 
Frederick Amateur Radio Club 

Frederick Amateur Repeater Group 

Goddard Amateur Radio Club 

Green Mountain Repeater Association 
Hanover Area Hamming Association 
Historical Electronics Museum Amateur Radio Club 
IBM Amateur Radio Club 

Johns Hopkins University APL ARC 
KB3BOI Repeater Group, Inc. 

Kent Island Amateur Radio Club 

Laurel Amateur Radio Club 

Leisure World Amateur Radio Club 
Loudoun Amateur Radio Group 

MD/DC MARS (Navy Marine) Association 
MADRAS 

Maryland Emergency Phone Net 

Maryland EM Association 

Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club 
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Mercury Amateur Radio Assn., NE'Area 
Metropolitan Communications Network — | ' 
Metrovision Amateur TV Club 
Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Assn. 
Montgomery Amateur Radio Club . 
Montgomery Auxiliary Communications Service 
Moose Amateur Radio Club 
Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 
National Capitol ARES Council 
National Capitol DX Association 
Naval Research Laboratory Radio Club 
NOAA Amateur Radio Club 
Northern Virginia FM Association 
Northern Virginia Radio Club 
Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club 
Opequon Radio Society 
Pentagon Amateur Radio Club 
Potomac Area VHF Society 
Potomac Valley Radio Club 
Prince George’s Wireless Association, Inc. 
Prince George’s County ARES/RACES 
Quarter Century Wireless Association, Inc. 

Baltimore Chapter #20 

Del-Mar-VA Chapter #150 

Shenandoah Valley Chapter #137 

Vic Clark Chapter #91 

Washington Chapter #23 
Rock Creek Amateur Radio Association 
St. Mary’s County Amateur Radio Association 
Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Patuxent Amateur Radio Club 
Stafford Amateur Radio Assn. 
Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 
Summit Amateur Radio Association 
Tri-County Amateur Radio Club 
T-MARC, Middle Atlantic Repeater Council 
Vienna Wireless Society 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 
Washington Adventist Amateur Radio Assn. 
Washington Area Young Ladies ARC 
Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. 
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The FCC’s Office of Managing Director announced 
that the ten-year cost of a Vanity Call Sign will be 
reduced from $50 to $12.90. 


APRIL 1998 


The ARRL filed a Request for Declaratory 
Ruling asking that the FCC acknowledge that band 
plan compliance parallels good amateur practice. 
The FCC issued the document as a Petition for Rule 
Making and sought comments. Comments 
overwhelmingly opposed the proposal. 


MAY 1998 


The FCC announced at the Dayton Hamvention 
that the 1998 Biennial Review of regulations would 
include a review of Amateur Service rules, 
including the license structure, number of license 
classes, and the heavy reliance on Morse code 
proficiency. — 


JUNE 1998 


The FCC proposed Rules to prevent illegal 
eavesdropping on cellular phone calls and included 
regulations applying to radio kits and mandatory 
“potting” of radio circuits. 


JULY 1998 


_ At their annual conference at Gettysburg VEs 
are told that the FCC is indeed looking at a 
reduction in the Morse code examination speed as 
a way around the need to grant code waivers. 


Anticipating FCC action on_ license 
restructuring, ARRL proposed a simplified amateur 
license structure in a letter proposal to the FCC. 
The League recommended four licenses classes 
instead of six, and two code exams at 5 and 12 
wpm. 


AUGUST 1998 


FCC released an NPRM which advocated 
reducing the number of license classes from 6 to 
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4, asked for input on how to improve the Amateur 


Service enforcement process, and solicited possible 
changes to the telegraphy and written 
examinations. (clarifying errata were issued about 
3 weeks later). 


SEPTEMBER 1998 
The fee for an Amateur Vanity call sign was 
reduced to $13.00, rounding off the earlier proposal 


of $12.90. 


FCC adopted an Order implementing the 


Universal Licensing System. The FCC affirmed 


their earlier proposal to permit certain foreign 
amateurs to operate their equipment in the U.S. by 
rule, and another proposal to use call sign 
administrators to handle club and military 
recreation call signs. 


Meeting in Venezuela, sRegion 2 of the IARU 
(International Amateur Radio Union) agreed that 
there should be no reduction in the current. 
minimum international requirements for an 
Amateur Radio License. IARU suggested that the 
technical and operational qualifications for such a 
license be an ITU “mandatory recommendation” 
rather than a regulation, thus supporting the 
proposal by some member Administrations to drop 
the requirement for Morse code proficiency below 
30 MHz. 


OCTOBER 1998 


FCC Chairman Kennard said that there is a 
need to reorganize the FCC again along functional 
lines. (The FCC was last restructured in 1995). 
Most of the reorganization will be delayed until 
next year. 


The FCC transferred the responsibility for 
Amateur Service enforcement from the Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau to the Compliance 
and Information Bureau. The impact was almost 
immediate with several violators being cited, fined 
and dealt with very harshly. 


Continued next page 


Page 7 


NOVEMBER 1998 


By the end of November nearly 2,000 of the 
comments on the FCC’s restructuring proposals 
filed by amateur radio operators and organizations, 
had been posted to the FCC’s Electronic Comments 


which differed in some details from their initial 
letter proposal in July. * 


The nature of reply comments, due J anuary 13, 
is anyone’s guess, given the quantity and diversity 
of the comments themselves. And:of course, iti is 


Filing System (ECFS). anyone’s guess as to when the analysis of these 
comments will lead to further action. We’ IL Keep 
you informed. 


DECEMBER 1998 


The ARRL filed comments on restructuring We widh one and all a healthy and neaypy New 


Year!! 


The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 
Annual Scholarship Awards 


THE FOUNDATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO, INC., a non- profit organization with 
headquarters in Washington, D.C., plans to administer sixty-six (66) scholarships for the academic 
year 1999-2000 to assist licensed Radio Amateurs. The Foundation, composed of over seventy- 
five local area Amateur Radio Clubs, fully funds ten of these scholarships with the income from 
grants and its annual Hamfest. The remaining fifty-six (56) are administered by the Foundation 
without cost to the various donors. 


Licensed Radio Amateurs may compete for these awards if they plan to pursue a-full-time 
course of studies beyond high school and are enrolled in or have been accepted forenrollment at - 
an accredited university, college or technical school. The awards range from $500 to $2500 with. _ 
preference given in some cases to residents of specified geographical areas or.the pursuit of 
certain study programs. Clubs, especially those in Delaware Florida, Maryland, New Jersey, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas,, Virginia and Wisconsin, are encouraged to announce these 
opportunities at their meetings, in their club newsletters, during training classes, on their nets 
and on their world wide web home pages. Additional information and an application form may 

be requested by letter or QSL card, postmarked prior to April 30, 1999 from: 


FAR scholarships 
Post Office Box 831 
Riverdale, MD 20738 


The Foundation for Amateur Radio, incorporated in the District of Columbia, is an exempt 
organization under Section 501(C)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. It is devoted 
exclusively to promoting the interests of Amateur Radio and those scientific, literary eal 
educational pursuits that advance the purposes of the Amateur Radio Service. ! 
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American 
Radio 
Relay 
League 
Report 


By John Swafford, 
WA4AHU 


The purpose of The ARRL Letter is to provide 
essential news of interest to active amateurs 
- promptly and efficiently, and in advance of 
publication in our official journal, QST. The ARRL 
Letter strives to be fast, accurate, concise, and 
readable. Material from The ARRL Letter may be 
reproduced in whole or in part in any form, 
including photo reproduction and electronic 
databases. Credit must be given to The ARRL 
Letter and The American Radio Relay League. 


W1AW HAS NEW OPERATING SCHEDULE 


Starting Saturday, January 2, 1999, Maxim 
Memorial Station W1AW will be on a new 
operating schedule that reinstates morning code 
practice on four weekdays and expands weekday 

operating hours for visiting hams. 


‘ The new schedule reinstates one hour of code 
practice Tuesdays through Fridays at 9 AM, while 
discontinuing morning bulletin transmissions. This 
makes room to expand visitor operating hours on 
weekdays by three hours. The new visitor hours 
will be 10 AM until 4 PM, Monday through Friday. 


The new schedule eliminates weekend code 
practice and bulletins, however. The demise of 
weekend hours also means an end to Saturday 
W1AW operation by visiting hams. The evening 
_ code practice and bulletin schedules remain almost 
‘unchanged, except that the final transmission of 
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the day will be a code bulletin at 11 PM Eastern 
Time. The midnight digital and 12:45 AM voice 
bulletins will be discontinued. 


The complete new schedule appears in January 
1999 QST, page 74 and on ARRL Web at http:// 
www.arrl.org/wlaw.html. Members may direct 
questions and comments about the new schedule 
to W1AW, 225 Main St, Newington, CT 06111; e- 
mail wlaw@arrl.org. — 


WISCONSIN HAMS HELP IN SEARCH FOR 
MISSING VESSEL 


Hams in Wisconsin have helped to search for 
signs of a fishing vessel missing for about two 
weeks on Lake Michigan. At the Coast Guard’s 
request, Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, Emergency 
Management organized a search effort earlier this 
month for any remains of the fishing boat Linda 
E. The 40-foot vessel had three people aboard. 
Séarchers were looking for debris from the boat 
that might have washed up along the shore. 


On December 15 and 19, Ozaukee County EC 
and incoming Wisconsin SEC Stan Kaplan, 
WBO9ORQR, reports that hams and other searchers 
scoured some 22 miles of shoreline south of Port 
Washington for any clues that might point to the 
fate of the missing vessel. “There’s nothing 
definitive at this point,” said Kaplan. “We may 
have to repeat it next spring.” 


Most search personnel were members of 
OZARES, the county’s Amateur Radio Emergency 
Service organization. They had help from local 
and regional search and rescue teams, including 
the Civil Air Patrol. Pairs of searchers walked the 
shoreline, communicating via Amateur Radio with 
a mobile station positioned on a high bluff nearby, 
Kaplan said. The mobile station relayed reports to 
emergency management’s communications hub. 


In addition to H-Ts, Kaplan said, each walking 
pair carried a GPS unit, allowing the searchers to 
pinpoint the few items found, all of which turned 


Continued next page 
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out to be unrelated to the missing craft. The GPS 
units also permitted accurate mapping of the areas 
covered by the searchers. 


Milwaukee’s Channel 12 TV covered the 
search and aired a short story on it, Kaplan said.— 
thanks to The Badger State Smoke Signals/Jim 
Romeelfanger, K9ZZ, 


KANSAS KIDS TEST NASA QSO PROJECT 


With a big lull looming for Space Amateur 
Radio EXperiment—or SAREX—school contacts, 
NASA is toying with the idea of launching a more 
earthbound version of the SAREX program that 
puts youngsters in direct contact with astronauts 
via Amateur Radio. In late November, a group of 
pupils at the Pleasant Valley School in Winfield, 
Kansas, gave the idea a test flight during a 20-meter 
QSO with NASA astronaut Laurel Clark, 
KC5ZSU. Clark, a NASA mission specialist, 
spoke to the kids from WS5RRR at the Johnson 
Space Center in Houston. 


Helping out with the arrangements was John 
Nickel, WDSEEYV, an early member of the SAREX 
Working Group and aretiree of Lockheed, aNASA 
subcontractor. 


“IT set up a portable station at the school, so we 
were all in a very full class room,” Nickel 
explained. His wife, Karen, WDS5EEU, and he had 
a few practice sessions with the kids ahead of time 
so they’d feel at home with Amateur Radio. 


The sole SAREX mission scheduled for 1999 
doesn’t happen at least until early April, and 
construction of the International Space Station is 
. Only now getting under way. Amateur Radio is 
considered “required crew equipment” aboard the 
ISS, but the first Earth-to-ISS school contacts are 
at least a couple of years off. 


ARRL Educational Activities Department 
Manager Rosalie White, WA1STO, of the SAREX 
Working Group said similar terrestrial but space- 
related QSOs could fill the impending gap in the 
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SAREX program. “This terrestrial QSO was a test 
to see how this new project involving astronauts 
and schools can work,” she said. “These exciting 
school QSOs can tide us over until we’re all set 

for future international Space Station QSOs.” : 


SAREX Working Group Chairman Roy Neal, 
K6DUE, agreed. He called the idea ‘an excellent 
way to stay in touch with our schools while SAREX 
converts into ARISS facilities over the next few 
years. 


Matt Bordelon, KCSBTL, SAREX Principal 
investigator at NASA, helped with the 
arrangements. He said the current plan is to attempt 
these types of QSOs on an occasional basis, 
spending about 30 minutes with a school via HF 
or via one of the amateur satellites. “It gives the 
astronauts practice with school contacts via 
Amateur Radio, and it keeps ham radio visible,” 
he said. 


RTTY ROUND-UP PLAQUES TO BE 
AWARDED 


For the first time ever, Overall and Division 
High-Score Plaques will be awarded in the 1999 
ARRL RTTY Roundup. The event takes place 
January 2-3, 1999. “Because of the hard work and 
efforts of Jay Townsend, WS7I, and the late 
Northwestern Division Director Mary Lou Brown 
NM7N, we will be awarding over 20 plaques in | 
the upcoming event,” says ARRL Contest Branch 
Manager Dan Henderson, NIND. 


The plaques will be similar in size to those 
awarded in the popular ARRL International DX 
Contest, the ARRL November Sweepstakes, and 
the June VHF QSO Party. The attractive design 
features an old teletype machine and a modern 
computer and will include the winner’s 
information. 


ALPHA/POWER BUYS RFCONCEPTS 


Alpha/Power, a leading manufacturer of HF 
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linear amplifiers, has purchased the RFconcepts 
product line of VHF and UHF amplifiers. All 
service and repairs now are being handled by 
Alpha/Power, which is headquartered in 
Longmont, Colorado. The sale price was not 
disclosed 


DUTCH LOWFER EXPERIMENT FLIES 


A serious effort by several Dutch radio 
amateurs to work as many other LF stations as 
possible has resulted in QSOs between PA2ZNJN 
in The Netherlands and several stations in the UK 
and Europe on 136 kHz. The original test was 
scheduled for November 14. Plans called for using 
a kite-borne 900-foot antenna, but that day 
produced no wind. However, the following 
Saturday, November 21, provided enough wind to 
loft the wire to about 80 degrees—nearly vertical. 


The group used a loop antenna and an “active 
antenna” for receiving, but Nico Nienhuis, 
PA2NIJN, reports that once the transmitting antenna 
was in the air, they were unable to receive as well. 


The transmitter power was 150 W. 
Calculations by the Dutch operators estimated the 
EIRP (effective isotropic radiated power) to be in 
the range of 10 to 15 W. Stations worked included 
G3KEV, G#YXM, G4GVC, ON6NK and ON6UX. 


PA2NJN also got reception reports from several 
European listeners, including France, Germany, 
Sweden, Scotland, and Italy. Best DX was a 
listener report from IKSZPV in Italy, a distance of 
1095 km. 


IN BRIEF: 


* NACEC conducts a “Radio Round Up”: As 
Hurricane Mitch recovery efforts continue, the 
North American Center for Emergency 
Communications (NACEC) is conducting its first- 
ever Radio Round Up to acquire additional 
equipment for its “Mission Honduras” project. 
Through the Radio Round Up, individuals 
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organizations, and companies help by sponsoring 
2-way communications gear needed in remote 
areas of Honduras. So far, the nonprofit NACEC 
says it’s received contributions totaling just over 
$2300 targeted for Mission Mitch Honduras. 
Contributions are welcome to “NACEC Operations 
Fund.” Send donations to NACEC Operations 
Fund, PO Box 23057, Minneapolis, MN 55423.— 
NACEC 


* New TIS Coordinator: W1AW weekend 
operator A Alvareztorres, AA1DO, begins a new 
position as ARRL Technical Information Service 
Coordinator on January 4, 1999. Members having 
technical questions may pose them to Al at 860- 
594-0214; e-mail tis@arrl.org, or write TIS, ARRL, 
225 Main St, Newington, CT 06111. 


* New address for Director Kanode: ARRL 
Roanoke Division Director John Kanode, N4MM, 
has a new mailing address, effective January 1, 
1999. It’s 1741 Old Chapel Rd, Boyce, VA 22620 


* Satellites get OSCAR assignments: Amateur 
Radio’s two newest satellites, SEDSAT-1 and 
PANSAT, have been assigned OSCAR numbers by 
AMSAT. SEDSAT-1 now is SEDSAT OSCAR- 
33 or SO-33, while PANSAT is PANSAT OSCAR- 
34 or PO-34. Both were launched earlier this fall. 
AMSAT President Keith Baker, KBISF, 
congratulated members of the SEDSAT and 
PANSAT teams on their success in placing their 
respective satellites into orbit. The assignment of 
consecutive numbers to new ham radio satellites 
dates from the launch of OSCAR-1. To qualify 
for an OSCAR number, the satellite must 
successfully achieve orbit and one or more 
transmitters must be successfully activated in the 
Amateur Radio bands.—AMSAT New Service. 


the 1st of the month prior to the 
month of publication!! 
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DX DX DX 


By John Kanode, 
N4MM 


DXCC2000-DXCC CHALLENGE-CLINTON 
B. DESOTO CUP 


Now is the time to start building up credits for 
the new DXCC-2000 Award Programs. With the 
increasing solar activity and with more and longer 
openings on the higher bands, the opportunity to 
work more DXCC countries here. 10 and 12 meters 
have been open somewhere many DXpeditions 
scheduled for 1999 and beyond. 


The DXCC Award Program has been around 
for over 50 years and many thousands have 
achieved many of the DXCC awards. The DKCC 
Challenge and the DeSoto Cup are the new awards 
that will be brought on line over the next two years, 
however DXCC credits earned now will count for 
these new DXCC awards. These new awards are 
part of the DXCC-2000 project. The new DXCC 
rules were approved at the January 1998 Board 
meeting and were implemented on March 31, 1998 
@2359Z. The new Enhanced Field Checking 
System is about 90% developed and should 
implemented in early 1999. More detailed info on 
the EFC program will be available in early 1999, 
The EFC will allow more QSL Cards to be checked 
in the field and will not require sending them to 
ARRL HQ for processing. This will eliminate the 
expense of sending QSLs to ARRL HQ and their 
return to the applicant. It will also save the League 
many thousands of dollars in labor and overhead. 


The normal DXCC awards will stay the same 
but the new DXCC Challenge and DeSoto Cup will 
be new and different. The concept of deleted 
countries has been eliminated. This deleted country 
concept was started many decades ago and maybe 
it had justification then but it has long outlived its 
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usefulness in today’s world. It created an uneven 
playing field for new DXers. The DXCC Challenge 
is a combined score of DXCC countries worked 
on different bands. The bands are 160, 80/75, 40, 
20, 17, 15, 12, 10 and 6 meters. The existing S 
band OXCC program will be the starting point. 
This DXCC award requires that one work 100 
countries on 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 meters. The next, 
or first level in the DXCC Challenge will be 
DXCC-1000 and then DXCC-1500, DXCC-2000 
and DXCC-2500. The total current DXCC country 
is 331 and that times 9 bands is 2979, however it 
will be impossible with today’s technology to 
achieve this number. The 100 high scorers in the 
DXCC Challenge program will be listed or the 
DXCC Yearbook. Each year the Clinton B. DeSoto 
Cup will given to the highest scorer for that year. 
This award can only be won once. This is to prevent 
one or two persons from dominating the program, 
year after year. More details on these exciting new 
DXCC programs will be available later on in 1999, 
however you can now take advantage of the super 
band conditions to earn credits for these new 
awards. Good Hunting! 


UPCOMING DX CONTESTS 


WW RTTY WPX Contest February 13-14 
ARRL Int'l DX CW Contest February 20-21 
CQ WW 160 Meter SSB February 26-28 
UBA Contest CW February 27-28 
REF SSB Contest February 27-28 


TIDBITS 


Dutch Amateurs get new prefixes. More 
prefixes are available to Dutch Amateurs and they 
may choose their own callsign. Prefix assignments 
are as follows: HF= PAI to PAO and P81 to PBO. 
VHF= PEI to PEO. Novices=PDI,2,3,4, 5 and PDO. 
All callsigns will have either two or three letter 
suffixes. Any callsign with a “6” will be a special 
event station and could have one, two or a three 
letter suffix. 


Continued next page 


February 1999 


DX DX, from previous poge 


It has been reported that the FO QSL bureau 
will begin operations again in January 1999. It has 
been closed for the past two years. 


It has been reported that the Amateur Radio 
station, 7Z1AB is still operational but due to lack 
of operators, is not on the air. Johnny, KB58QM is 
one communications persons there but he has lost 
interest in Amateur Radio. He said that the station, 
which is located in the basement of the embassy 
can be used by temporary visitors but they must 
be escorted at all times. This makes contest 
operation very difficult. If anyone is interested in 
operating this station, contact Johnny O Dell, 
K858QM, Unit 61307, APO AE 09803-1307. 


The FT5ZH, Amsterdam Island DXpedition is 
over. The two operators did a very good job 
considering they had many bad storms to deal with, 
a designated meal time and solar flares. It was 
reported that they made about 32,000 QSOs. They 
did not work anyone on six and very few on 160. I 
am sure their operation took Amsterdam Island way 
down on the most wanted list. I managed to work 
them on 80, 30, 20, 15, 12 and 10 meters. QSLs 
for this operation go to F6KDF. 


NOMINATIONS OPEN 
FOR ARRL 
HAM RADIO TEACHER, 
INSTRUCTOR AND RECRUITER 
AWARDS 


Each year the American Radio Relay 
League (ARRL) honors four dedicated Ham 
Radio instructors, teachers and recruiters. 
Clubs or individuals are asked to complete 
a nomination form for the nominees. 


More information about the awards can be 
found at http://www.arrl.org/ead/award/. If 
you do not have internet access and would 
like a nomination form, please contact Jean 
Wolfgang, WB3IOS, (860-594-0219) in the 
ARRL Educational Activities Department. 
Nomination forms must then be sent to your 
ARRL Section Manager before January 31, 
1999. A list of ARRL Section Managers is 
available at http://www.arrl.org/field/org/ 
smlist.html or can be found on page 12 of 
any QST. 


SPRINGFEST 
OUTDOOR AMATEUR RADIO TAILGATE HAMFEST 


April 24, 1999, Chesapeake, Virginia. Annual Springfest, Outdoor Amateur Radio Tailgate 
Hamfest and get together, sponsored by Chesapeake Amateur Radio Service. Located at the 
OLD GERTIE SCHOOL HOUSE - Ballahack Road & Bunch Walnuts Road, in southern 


Chesapeake, between Route 17 and Route 168. 


Admission and Tailgate space for the same price, $5.00. Tailgate setup is between 5:30 AM 
and 7:30 AM. General Admission at 8:00 AM, last Door Price Drawing to be at 12:00 Noon. 
Talk-in on 146.610 -600 WA4YSE repeater or 146.970 -600 WA4KX’V repeater. No electricity 
or tables bring your own. 


Additional Information or advance tickets contact Jim, KF4RQQ or via mail to CARS, P. O. 
Box 2035, Chesapeake, Virginia 23324. Listed by K4WYS (emailwrhood @exis.net) 
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Amateur 
Radio 
Training 


John Forrest WZ4A 


6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 22310 
(703)971-3905 


Please send announcements for training classes and club training contacts to WZ4A at the 
above address. Deadline is the 25th of the 2nd month prior to the Auto Call publication date 
(e.g., 25 December for the February issue). 


Club Training Contacts 


Alexandria RC Rich Adamy KA4GFY (703) 644-3920 
Anne Arundel RC Tony Young WA3YLO (301) 262-1917 


Arlington ARC Mike Callaham NW3V (703) 241-5618 
Antietam Radio Assn. Robert Long KD3JK (301) 824-5132 
BRATS (Baltimore) Joe Chidester W3SHZ (410) 602-0353 
Baltimore ARC HAM-TALK, BARC Voice Mail (410) HAM-TALK x3835 
Central MD ARC Jim Tilton KD3JA (301) 552-0012 
Dulles ARG Michael Weber WB8RDN (703) 450-2304 
Fauquier ARA Neil Spokes AB4YK (540) 364-3861 
Frederick ARC Hal Silverman W3HWC (301) 831-7946 
Historical Electronics ARC Rol Anders K3RA (410) 796-4792 
Laurel ARC Pud Reaver W3 YD (301) 498-6293 
Mid-Atlantic DX Assn. Michael Vaia, WB8VBW (301) 738-3861 
Madras Larry Ziecheck, N3GKZ (301) 984-6113 
MD Mobileers ARC Bruce Colburn AA3KR (410) 437-1891 
Montgomery ARC Rocky Jones KC4UXO (301) 216-5210 
Mt. Vernon ARC John Forrest WZ4A (703) 971-3905 
NASA/Goddard ARC Vikki Gigante KA3PVS (301) 249-2609 
Ole VA Hams ARC Charles Dale WA4YGI (703) 361-3091 
Pentagon ARC David Boyd K9MX (540) 659-6241 
St. Marys Co. ARC Peter Butt WA3UMY (301) 862-2214 
Shenandoah Val ARC Fred Wetzel W4KRT (540) 678-0394 
Southern MD ARC Vic Curtis WA3 YUV (301) 888-1388 
Southern Pax ARC Dwayne Kincaid WD80YG (410) 586-2177 
Stafford Adult Ed Jerry Mullinix AC4HK (540) 659-3905 
Sterling Park ARC Forrest Snyder N4SUTY (703) 430-4149 
Tri-County ARC John Creel WB3GXW (301) 572-5124 
Vienna Wireless Kerry Kingham, WA4BQM (703) 691-2719 
Woodbridge Wireless Jim Duffey WD4AIR (703) 491-3170 
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The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 


Washington, DE 


Volunteer JOHN FORREST WZ4A 
RTT Agen in aa 
Cooperative (703) 971-3905 


* ATTENTION VE’s: It’s time to plan your 1999 test dates. 1999 dates will appear in Autocall soon. 
Also, copies of the 1999 AUTOCALL exam schedule will be distributed to local ham radio stores 
around the middle of December. Please send your 1999 information to WZ4A as soon as possible. 


* Volunteer Examiners may refuse to test any applicant who fails to demonstrate to the VE’s satisfaction 
that the memories in the applicant’s calculator are empty. If you bring a calculator to an exam, please 
be prepared to demonstrate that your memories are empty. 


* Effective January 1, 1998, the maximum FCC authorized exam fee is $6.39. 


1999 Schedule of Examinations 


Martinsburg, WV - Mid-Atlantic DX and Rptr Soc. and Winchester ARS 
(ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration Preferred, Limited Walk-In Contact: Greg 
Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 kuan @visuallink.com Alan Moeck 
WA2RPX (540)869-1117 arm @visuallink.com 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (W5YI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day (301)773-2898 Night 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: John 
Forrest WZ4A (703)971-3905, Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In Contact: Oscar Ramsey NV3G (301)262-3392 


Cumberland, MD - (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Gay Rembold W3DFW_ (301)724-0674 


February 1999 AU TORS CALL Page 15 


Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration 
Preferred, Limited Walk-In, Contact: Greg Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 
kuan @ visuallink.com Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 
arm @visuallink.com 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Winchester, VA - Shenandoah Valley ARC (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration 
Preferred, Limited Walk-In. Contact: Fred Wetzel W4KR (540)678-0394 
Greg Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 kuan @visuallink.com Alan Moeck 
WA2RPX (540)869-1117 arm@visuallink.com 


Annandale, VA - Vienna Wireless Society ARC (ARRL VEC) 
Walk-In 
Contact: Mike Toia K3MT (703)757-7021 


Martinsburg, WV - Mid-Atlantic DX and Rptr Soc. and Winchester ARS 
(ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration Preferred, Limited Walk-In. Contact: Greg 
Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 kuan @visuallink.com Alan Moeck 
WA2RPX (540)869-1117 arm@visuallink.com 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In . 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day (301)773-2898 Night 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: John 
Forrest WZ4A (703)971-3905, Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In. Contact: Oscar Ramsey NV3G (301)262-3392 


Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Preferred, Limited Walk-In Contact: Greg Lanham KU4AN 
Sau e 4792 kuan @visuallink.com Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 

arm @visuallink.com 
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Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 


Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Martinsburg, WV - Mid-Atlantic DX and Rptr Soc. and Winchester ARS 
(ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration Preferred, Limited Walk-In. Contact: Greg 
Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 kuan @visuallink.com Alan Moeck 
WA2RPX (540)869-1117 arm @visuallink.com. 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (WSYI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day (301)773-2898 Night 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: John 
Forrest WZ4A (703)971-3905, Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In. Contact: Oscar Ramsey NV3G (301)262-3392 


Cumberland, MD - (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) 


: Pre-Registration Preferred, Limited Walk-In. Contact: Greg Lanham KU4AN 
| (540)722-4792 kuan @visuallink.com Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 
| arm @ visuallink.com 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Fredericksburg, VA - Fredericksburg VE Team (ARRL VEC) 
Walk-In 
Contact: Carolyn Cavanagh AC4SK (540)373-0572 


Don't forget fo bring your license when upgrading!! 
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Landover, MD - DCMARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day (301)773-2898 Night 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: John 
Forrest WZ4A (703)971-3905,Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Oscar Ramsey NV3G (301)262-3392 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) © 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


TRAINING CLASSES 


GENERAL CLASS COURSE: The Laurel Amateur Radio Club will conduct a general class 
licensing course beginning February 1, 1999 at 7 pm at the Woman’s Club of Laurel, 384 Main 
Street, Laurel, MD 20707. For information please call Pud Reaver/W3YD at 301-498-6293. 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading!! 


Do you have a nomination for FAR's — 
Ham of the Month? 


Any licensed amateur radio operator in the Auto-Call subscription area who has contributed 
significantly to the amateur community can be nominated. Provide a narrative of 250 to 500 
words describing the contributions of the nominee and forward to the FAR Ham of the the Month 
nomination chairman, Tony Young, WA3YLO, at 12016 Long Ridge Lane, Bowie, MD 20715. 
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Volunteer 
Examiner 
Cooperative 


EXAM FEES: 


* Check for appropriate exam fee. Fees and modes of payment 
for individual VECs and exam teams may vary. 

* ARRL VEC exams cost $6.35 

* Laurel VEC exams are free 

* WSYI VEC exams cost $6.35 


BRING TO EXAM: 


* Picture identification 
* Completed FCC form 610 (most VE teams will supply at exam) 
* Original and a copy of current FCC amateur radio license 
* Originals and copies of all active certificates of 
successful completion of prior exams 
* Exam fee (check or cash depending on VE team) 


“GRANDFATHER” CREDIT FOR ELEMENT 3B (GENERAL WRITTEN): 


* If you presently hold a Technician class license which was 
first issued prior to March 21, 1987, you may be 
grandfathered for Element 3B (General class written exam) 
by presenting the original and a copy of the license dated 
prior to March 21, 1987 to the VE team: It is your 
responsibility to prove that you are entitled to 
grandfathering. Do not lose your original license! 


RULES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FAR VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COOPERATIVE: 


. All submissions must be in writing 

. Date and day of week must be specified for each exam date 
. Point of contact and phone number must be specified 

. Sponsor and location must be specified 

. VEC must be specified 

. Exam dates up to 12 months in advance will be accepted 

. Deadline for submission is 25th of the 2nd month prior to 
publication date (e.g., January 25 for March issue) 


WDNR WNH 
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Minutes 


December 9, 1998 
Tacoma Park, M D 


The meeting was called to order at 8:04 PM on 
December 9 at Columbia Union College in Takoma 
Park, Maryland by President Chuck Sommer/ 
N4OSD. 


There were twelve representatives representing 
fourteen clubs, Those-in attendance where: 


Donald Kirby , KR3A, Calvert ARA 

Charles Johnson, N3HFO, Anne Arundel RC 
Dan Blasberg, KA8YPY, Laurel ARC/GMRA 
Hugh Katz, KB3TB, Voice of America ARC 
Chuck Sommer, N40SD, PG RACES/ARES 
Al Brown, KZ3AB, MEPN/Antietam RA 

Chip Weems, W4PBG, HEMARC 

Tim Titus, N3ZXQ, Columbia ARA 

Hugh Turnbull, W3ABC, ARRL/Goddard ARC 
Tony Young, WA3 YLO, MEPN/AARC 

Ross Merlin, WA2WDT, MACS/T-MARC 
John Chitwood, K3RGB, Scholarship Committee 


The minutes for November were approved as 
mailed with no corrections. 


The Treasures’ report was given and the final 
accounting for the FARFEST is not available as 
yet there are still several outstanding bills to be 
paid. 


Auto Call - Nothing new to report. A suggestion 
for a full financial statement on a yearly basis for 
Auto-Call was presented by Hugh Turnbull/ 
W3ABC. The suggestion was given to the 
Executive Board for consideration. 


Survivors Assistance - Tony Young/WA3YLO 
has nothing new to report, he currently has odds 
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and ends. Tony plans to set-up two tables at ithe 
Maryland Mobileers hamfest in J erat: { 
Scholarship - It was ae that the NW 
ARRL Director/Mary Lou Brown is a SK. Mary 
Lou was a sponsor of a scholarship in memory of 
her parents (Lawrence E. and Thelma J. Norrie 
Memorial Scholarship). Hugh noted Gi ‘this 
scholarship will continue. hay 


Funds are starting to come in from-the various 
clubs and organization for some of'the 66 
scholarships that the committee will be ~ 
administering this year. The annual workbook has 
been handed out to the committee members. Hugh 
also reported that the news release announcing the 
scholarships for the year have been sent out. There 
is also a possible new volunteer for the scholarship» 
committee. Hugh is in the process of checking her 
credentials before making a decision/ 
announcement. Hugh is also in the process of 
putting together a workbook for the committee with 
a timeline for when functions and actions are 9 be 
completed by. 


ARRL Report - Hugh Turnbull/W3ABC 
reported that there appears to be a new era of 
enforcement from the FCC. The FCC now has a 
hot line to report complaints. Currently the FCC is 
focusing on HF but is also looking at the VHF 
bands as well. The restructuring of the Amateur 
License is still a major contention point. It appears 
as if it may come down to three licenses and one 
code exam. 


FARFEST - There are still several outstanding 
bills to be taken care of before the final on the 1998 
FARfest is known. 

Old Business - 


Brochure - Tim Titus/N3ZXQ presented a 
rough draft and setup of the new FAR brochure. It 
is still a work in progress. 


SimSat - There were some further questions 


that came up. Since Pat Kilroy was unavailable 
for comment, it was recommended that the 
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questions be asked and answered to the satisfaction 
of the membership before the second/final vote on 
the project. 


New Business 


Web Site - Dan Blasberg/KA8YPY announced 
that FAR now has a website. The URL for the new 
website is www.amateurradio-far.com. Please 
check it out and send comments and suggestion to 

Dan Blasberg/KA8YPY at dan.blasberg @ 
bellatlantic.net. Thanks should also go to Al 
Brown/KZ3AB and his X YL/Debbie. 


Announcements 


HEMARC had over 600 contacts for its special 
event station during the anniversary of the bombing 
of Pearl Harbor. One of those contacts included 
the special event station transmitting from the USS 


Arizona. HEMARC also announced the start of 


there advanced/extra class starting January 19, 
1099; ’ 


AARC announced the start of their novice class 
on the second Saturday of February, 1999. 


Hamfests: 
Maryland Mobileers January 31, 1999 
Richmond Frostfest January 24, 1999 


Meeting Adjourned at 9:00pm. The next 
meeting will be held at 8:00 PM on January 13, 
1999 at the Lee Center in Alexandria, VA 


Respectfully submitted, 
Dan Blasberg 
KA8YPY 
FAR Recordings Secretary 


MARS REPORT 


By Vinny Del Giudice WB2KQG/AFA2MI 


It is with deep regret that we report the 
death of retired Lt. Col. Robert Woodside, the 
former chief of U.S. Army MARS, when the 
program was headquartered at the Pentagon. 
Col. Woodside was killed in a car accident in 
Anne Arundel County, Md., in December. His 
amateur callsign was W3ZLH. 


Congratulations to Bob Smith of 
Chesterfield County, Va., who has been 
appointed emergency operations officer for 
Army MARS in Virginia. Bob’s callsign is 
AAR3HQ. He will also use the special callsign 
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AAM3EVA when operating in his official 
capacity. 


The January 1999 edition of QST carried 
an interesting article about the Defense 
Department’s plans for investing in MARS in 
the new century. 


Ray Collins, AGA3C, chief U.S. Air Force 
MARS extends his thanks to all USAF MARS 
affiliates for their hours of hard work and 
dedication, especially during the hurricane 
season. Collins called 1998 “a banner year” for 
USAF MARS. 
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Alexandria 
Radio 


= Club 


Meetings: Second Friday of each month, 7:30 
PM at the Alexandria Fire Department 
Administrative Office (co-located with Fire 


Station #54), 900 Second St., Alexandria, VA 
Nets: Every Thursday at 8:00 p.m. on 147.315 
output / 147.915 input. (W4HFH repeater) 
Web page: http://members.aol.com/N4CWP/ 
W4HFH.HTML (or search on Yahoo: W4HFH 
or Alexandria Radio Club). 

Information: Rich -KA4GFY, 703-644-3920. 


By the time this gets into print we will have 
ended 1998 with our December meeting. At that 
_ meeting we had a program on Digital TV provided 
Mr. Richard Mertz and Mike Rhodes of Cavell, 
Mertz and Davis. Some very interesting items. 
Lots of changes in the TV industry and this may 
spill over into the Ham Bands in the years to come. 


The 1999 year of the Alexandria Radio Club 
will have started. At our first meeting we had Mr. 
Mike Martine N3RWE of PEPCO. Mike’s job is 
hunting down that pesky interference on and off 
the power lines. This has a lot to do with Ham 
radio in that Hams are the biggest source of 
complaints! 


With the January meeting Rich Adamy 
KA4GFPY handed over the proverbial gavel to Rick 
Bunn N4ASX. Many thanks to Rich for his 
leadership over the past two years. During that 
time we had programs at 18 of the 24 meetings, 
lots of technical discussions which lead to better 
understanding of the hobby for all. We increased 
our membership by a few new members; held 
several transmitter hunts and many members of 
the club built kits and got more involved in the 
hobby. Many thanks to Rich for all his leadership 
and efforts. 
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Rich is still with the leadership as our new 
Treasurer. Wow, a CPA as Treasurer: Tells you 
about the clubs high finances. 


Our new President of Vice is Mr. Shawn Stokes 
KA3RQR, who is also the trustee of the NVFMA’s 
447.025 machine. Shawn has joined the club this 
past year and brought some new ideas to the club 


-and we look forward to his contributions in the 


next year. 


Our thanks also to Harry Jones; who was 
Treasurer for the last several years. Harry is our 
web master and our FAR trustee. 


This year we will provide meeting notices to 
all members a week or so before each meeting. If 
you are a member and did not get one for he 
January meeting, please bring it to Karen Bunn’s 
attention (our secretary) and we will get you on 
the database. Dues are due in January!!!! 


The club did a mailing to all Alexandria Hams 
and past members that included a calendar of 
events. This calendar includes the meetings, major 
Hamfests, and other activities. If you did not get 
one, please check out the web page. Harry should 
have the calendar up by the time you get this copy 
of Auto Call or call your nearest club officer and . 
will get one to you. 


73 Rick N4ASX 


Chapter X 


Pa 


Soctety “> 
af Wireless Praucers 


THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
OF PROFESSIONAL RADIO TELEGRAPHERS 


For Information Call 
(703) 536-9537 
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Maryland MobileersSy 
Amateur Radio Club (# 


http:/www.space4less.com/usr/mmarc 


Post Holiday Hamfest 
Sunday - January 31, 1999 
5:00am till 2:00pm 


(Vendor Set-Up at 6:00am) 
Odenton Vol. Fire Dept. Hall 


1425 Annapolis Road (RT. 175) 
(Located on RT. 175, 9 Miles East of 95) 


Talk- In On 146.805 / 146.205 Mhz. 


For General Information / Table Reservations, contact: 
_Bill N3WGM at 410-766-2199 / E-Mail diamondb@space4less.com 
or Mail a Donation of $i0.00 Per table needed. (Covers 1 operator per table) to: 


M.M.A.R.C. 
ATTN: Bill Hampton 
7609 McGowan Ave. 
Glen Burnie, Md. 21060 


Mail-in Reservations must be received by 01/15/99 


For V.E. Testing information and Registration Contact: 
Jerry - NU3D at (410) 761-1423 
Food and Drink will be available. - There will be no tail gate vendors allowed. - 


This is an indoor event only. - You must preregister for V.E. Testing. - Public 
admission $4.00 donation. - 12 years old and younger free admission. 


ON-SITE NEWLOCATION! MORE 
SPACE! 


PARKING! — VIENNA WIRELESS SOCIETY 
23rd and ARRL SANCTIONED 


LiTKITr Dr ror 


Wi " SUNDAY, IWICKS STH! Lv 


NO. VA. COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
ANNANDALE VA 


, FIRST COME BASIS 


| FROSTBITE “TAILGATE OPEN 6:00 
INDOOR AREA OPEN 7 AM 


ADMISSION $5: XYL FREE Computer 
gi 
TAILGATE $10 tncLUDEs ADMISSION Bddstente 


GOBS OF ROOM! 
Ham Radio 
swap n sell 


DXCC FIELD CHECKS 
PRIZE DRAWINGS HOURLY 
8 AM-1 PM 


>» 
< 
http: faa erols.com/k3mt/vws MS é 
e-mail k3mt@erols.com COMMUNITY a 
COLLEGE / ) 
Jim — WA4LTO (703) 392-0150 Rr eee S 
5 


Lynda KF4LGR (703) 757-7021 


NOTE!! 
VEC EXAMS 
SAME DAY 
8 AM 
SHARP! 

WALK-INS 


PERMITTED 
146.31 / 91 K4HTA 146.085 / 685 
VWS REPEATER 


TNX TO NVFMA 


LITTLE RIVER TPK 
1 mi 2 


RT 236 


WAKEFIEL p CHAPEL, 


TALK-IN 


| ANNOUNCING _ 
THE 1999 GREATER BALTIMORE 
HAMBOREE AND LUINIPUTERFEST 


HOST TO THE 
ARRL MARYLAND STATE CONVENTION 


SATURDAY, MARCH 27 AND SUNDAY, MARCH 28 
TIMONIUM FAIR GROUNDS - TIMONIUM, MARYLAND 


GIANT AMATEUR RADIO, COMPUTER AND 


ELECTRONIC FLEA MARKET, SHOW AND SALE 
FEATURING 


ARRL Convention Program and Banquet 
Giant Indoor and Outdoor Show and Sale Areas 
Over One Half Million Square Feet of Sales Area 
Three Buildings with Over 1,100 Indoor Spaces e Over 5 Acres Indoors 
Amateur Radio Manufacturers, Dealers, and Ham Fleamarket 
5 Acre Outdoor Hard Surface Tailgate Area e Premium Indoor Tailgate Area 
F.C.C. Amateur Radio License Examinations e Over 16,000 Attended in '98 


Many Show Special Bargains 


Three Buildings e Acres of Parking e Great Food 
SHOW WILL BE HELD IN ANY WEATHER 
Show Hours are: Saturday, 8 to 5 Sunday, 8 to 4 e Admission is $5.00 Each Day 
A Weekend Admission Ticket is just $8.00, Advance Sale Only! 
Sponsored by: The Baltimore Amateur Radio Club, Inc.e Post Office Box 95 e Timonium, MD 21094-0095 
Dial 410-HAM-FEST Anytime! 
Outside the State of Maryland, Dial 1-800-HAM-FEST (1-800-426-3378) 


Visit Our Home Page at www.gbhc.org 


1999 VIRGINIA QSO PARTY 


Sponsored by the Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 


The Virginia QSO Party will be held March 20 - 22,1999. Contest times are from 1800 UTC on 
March 20 through 0200 UTC on March 22. 


Plaques will be awarded to the top scoring contestants in the following categories: VA All 
Mode, VA Mobile, VA Combined Club, Single OP VHF, VA QRP, Outside VA QRP, Single OP Out- 


egories: CW, Phone, All Mode, QRP and VHE. Certificates will also be awarded to top Multiple 
Operator/Single Transmitter and Multiple Operator/Multiple Transmitter entries. 


Work fixed stations once per band/mode. Out-of-State stations work Virginia stations only. 
No cross-mode or repeater QSO’s. Work VA mobiles in each county they operate. Mobiles or 
fixed stations on county lines count as one QSO and as many county multipliers as they offer. 
Multipliers are only counted once. Contacting the same County, State, Province or Country 
using a different band or mode counts only as a new QSO, not as a new multiplier. VA mobiles 
receive a bonus of 100 additional points for each Virginia County in which they log a valid 
QSO. 


Exchange QSO number and QTH (County for VA stations; State, province or DX country for 
others). VA mobile stations log QSO’s by county of operation. Identify all QSO’s with band/ 
mode, sequential OQSO number sent/received and date/time of contact in UTC. 


Frequencies: 160 meters and up, except no WARC band QSO’s permitted. Suggested fre- 
quencies: CW—1805 KHz and 50 KHz up from band edge on others. PHONE —1845, 3860, 
7260, 14260, 21360 and 28360 KHz. Novice/Tech Plus—10 KHz up from the edge of the CW 
band and 28360 KHz on PHONE. VHF — 50.125, 147.48 and 223.50 MHZ. UHF—446.00 MHZ. 
All frequencies plus or minus QRM and nets. No Repeater or cross-mode QSO’s. 


Scoring: QSO’s count 1 point per Phone, 2 points per CW, and 3 points per contact made with 
a VA mobile (Phone or CW). Virginia fixed stations multiply QSO points by the total number of 
VA counties, U. S. States, Canadian Provinces and DX countries. No extra DX multiplier for 
U.S.(including Alaska and Hawaii) and Canada. Mobiles, add to your Virginia fixed station 
score 100 bonus points for each Virginia county from which you log a valid mobile QSO. 
Outside of VA, multiply QSO points by the number of VA Counties worked (maximum of 95) to 
obtain final score. Stations in Virginia independent cities select one bordering county as county 
multiplier. 


Follow standard ARRL contest guidelines. Submit separate logs for fixed and mobile opera- 
tions. Multi operator stations must indicate all operators by call and will be in a separate 
category. Paper Logs, Summary and Dupe sheets required; No disks please. Summary sheet 
should include name, mailing address, call sign, number and names of counties in which oper- 
ated, license class, club name and a Signed statement that all contest rules and regulations 
have been observed. Dupe sheets by band and mode are required for 200 or more QSO’s. For 
Club Competition (minimum of 3 valid club entries), be sure to indicate club name on sum- 
mary sheet and log. Contestants using computer logging and reporting software are required 
to verify scoring and duping to ensure contest rules have been followed. 


Mail contest entries by April 17, 1999 to VIRGINIA QSO PARTY, Call Box 599, Sterling VA, 
20167. Include SASE or email address for a summary of contest results. 


Additional information may be obtained at the above address or by contacting KS4II@aol.com. 
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Anne 
Arundel 


AARC Radio Club 


Meetings: 8 PM Ist and 3rd Thursdays, 
Davidsonviile Family Recreation Center, 
Queen Anne Bridge & Wayson Roads off MD 
Rt. 214 near Annapolis. 

On the air: 2030 Thursdays when there is no 
‘club meeting on 147.705/105. Tuesdays at 


2030 local time on 28.410. Wednesdays at 
2000 on 444.400. The Chesapeake Weather 
& Traffic Net on 147.705/105 at 1100 and 
1500 every weekend day and public holiday 
from April 1 to November 15. MSN 
(Maryland Slow Net) every evening at 1930 
on 3.7170 MHz. 

Address: P.O. Box 308, Davidsonville, MD 
21035. 

Information: Margaret (Holly) Bevan, 410- 
923-0229. 


% 


The annual family Christmas Party was held 
December 18th in Ford Hall down the hill from 
the clubhouse. It proved to be the greatest one yet. 
About 125 adults and 22 children gathered to feast, 
converse and watch the children receive their gifts 
from Santa. Coordinator Diane Frese/N3TLU and 
her volunteer host of helpers did a magnificent job. 


At the December 3rd business meeting the 
following slate of officers was elected: President: 
Norm Chipps/N3RZU, Vice-Pres.: Phil Cataldi/ 
N3ZYL, Secretary: John Cummings/N3ZCE, 
Treasurer: Nick Yokanovich/NONY, Directors: 
Dick McKelvie/KE3HQ (automatic), Dave Evartt/ 
N6TAU and Bill Smith/N3SZW. They will be 
honored at the annual Awards Dinner on January 
16th at Fergies. | 


Seven AARC members, coordinated by John 
Kohl/KO4A and Bill Rynone, represented the Club 
at First Night Annapolis. A radio station was set 
up in the Synergics Building on Main Street to 
handle traffic. A total of 128 messages were 


February 1999 


AUTUAO CALL 


received from the public to be sent across the U.S. _ 
- as well as to Canada and three countries outside 
North America. AARC has participated in First 
Night Annapolis each year since it started eight 
years ago. 


At the clubhouse on December 12th, Tony 
Young/WA3YLO, Hollis Thigpen/KC3X and Ed 
Robertson/K3XZ gave 14 tests to five persons. Six 
tests were passed with one upgrade. Other members 
of the team were Coordinator Oscar Ramsey/ 
NV3G and Harlan Ray, III/AA3FE. The next 
testing session will be held at the clubhouse on 
February 13th. 


73, Holly/N3MB 


Baltimore 
Amateur 


Radio Club 
Meetings: Meetings: Twice monthly, 7:30 pm 
at IE Shop #3 of Dulaney Senior High School 
at 7:30 pm. -First Wednesday of the month - 
business meeting, Third Wednesday of the 
month - program. 
Repeaters: W3FT/RPTR 146.67(-), 224.24 
(-) (no PL) and 449.625(-)(PL 107.2) Note: 
two meter/220 Mhz. repeaters are linked. 
Club Net: 2nd, 4th & 5th Wednesdays at 6:45 
PM or after the Baltimore Traffic Net on 
146.67/224.24 repeaters. 
NTS Net: Daily at 6:30 pm on 146.670/ 
224.240 
Information: (410) HAMTALK 
Greater Baltimore. Hamboree & 
Computerfest/Maryland State ARRL Con- 
vention information: (410) HAM-FEST or 
(800) HAM-FEST. 
Club Address: BARC, Inc., P.O. BOX 120, 
Reisterstown MD 21136 
Internet Address: http://www.baltarc.com 
E-Mail Address: info@baltarc.com 


Happy New Year to all. The big news for 
December was the 1998 awards banquet, held on 
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December 19th, 1998 at the American Legion post 
#22 in Towson, Md. Great food, fun, music and 
honors were provided. Dinner music and 
entertainment after the presentations was provided 
by Steve from Dynamic DJ’s. 


Award recipients were: 

_ Ted Provenza, W3OWN 
Sharon Dobson, N3QQC 
Ed Kriston, N3WJA 

Stan Suita, AA3DR 
Charlie Voelkel, W3ROO 
Doug Wittich, N3VEJ 
Jim Green, WB3DJU 
Bill Dobson, N3 WD 


Each has provided extraordinary support to the 
club or to amateur radio in the last year. The most 
noteworthy has been the efforts of WB3DJU and 
N3WD in working to secure state registration as a 
non-profit organization. This included a 
comprehensive financial review. and ongoing 
development of procedures. 


Our February 3 meeting will be a presentation 
instead of business. The speaker will be Chris 
Imlay, W3KD, who will speak on antenna 
regulations. All are invited. Talkin will be on the 
146.67- repeater. 


That’s about it from Baltimore. 
73’s de W3 VAL 


Val Purvis 
Corresponding Secretary 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


14803 Build America Drive, Bldg B 
Woodbridge, VA 22191 
(703) 643-1063, (800) 444-4799 


ANAHEIM, CA-* ATLANTA; GA * DENVER, CO * NEW CASTLE, DE 
OAKLAND, CA * PHOENK, AZ * PORTLAND, OR * SALEM, NH 


SAN DIEGO, CA * SUNNWALE, CA * VAN NUYS, CA * WOODBRIDGE, VA 
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Charles County — 
Amateur Radio 
Club 


1 pe 


Meeting: General membership meeting first 
Friday of every month at 7:30 PM in the 
Charles County Government Building, Office 
of Emergency Preparedness (OEP), La Plata, 
MD. Non-members are very welcome. | 


Mailing Address: Charles County Amateur 
Radio Club, Inc., P.O. Box 668 White ria 
MD 20695- 0668. 


Repeaters:KA3GRW/R, 443.7004, LaPlata, 
W6QMNIR 145.39+ (PL7Z), Bryantown, MD 
Repeater Trustees: KA3GRW, Mike Tackish . 
W7UH, BobAdams. — > re eS 
Club Call Sign: K3SMD_ , j 
Website: http://www.gsl. net/k3smd | 
Information: Mike/KA3GRW (301)609- 
9298 or Gary/K3GRG (301)645-7465 


H 


Hello everyone! I hope you all made it through 
the recent winter storms. Our club training session 
has just concluded. At the VE Testing session 
scheduled by JD Delancy W3SMD, Darry] Flick 
N3Y WZ upgraded to Tech Plus, Mr. Robert Martin 


also is anew Tech Plus. Bill Earle and Joel LuBuda . 


are new Technicans also. Barry Noel, who. was 
visiting the area from Rhode Island, upgraded to 
Tech Plus as well. I would like to thank JD Delancy 
and all of his testing team for their help in making 


_ that happen. A big thanks to Joe Sartori WB3IUT 


and Jim Harding for their untiring efforts in 


conducting our first ever class. I know Joe has — 


talked about getting another class going in the 
spring if there is local interest in doing that. Let 
him know at jsartori@radix.net, or send r me an 
email at ptackish @erols.com. 


We Cae received and installed the antennaand ~ 


feedline for the club station at the Charles County 
Office of Emergency Services (formerly OEP). 
This will add a new dimension to our ARES/ 


~ RACES program being headed by Tom Abernethy 
3 February 1999 


_ £“W3TOM, the Charles County EC and RACES 


Officer. 


Tom has compiled his new list of programs for 
1999 and they will be printed here next month. 
This should continue to keep our meetings very 
interesting in the coming year. All amateurs are 
encouraged to come out and enjoy yourselves at 
our monthly meeting. Always good topics, 
fellowship and munchies. Check in on the repeater 
whenever you can! See you there! 


73’s Mike KA3GRW, Club President 


Columbia 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


Club meeting: 4th Tuesday of the month at 
7:30 p.m., at the Bethany United Methodist 
Church, Bethany Lane, Ellicott City. 

Net: 147.135 repeater at 8:30 p.m. each 
Tuesday except for meeting nights. 

» Repeaters: 147.735/147.135, PL control of 
156.7 (cross-linked to 222.32/223.92); 


| 147.990/147.390 (autopatch & direct dial 911): 


“| 222.32/223.92 (cross-linked to 147.735/ 


147.135); 443.275/448.275, and 444.475/ 


‘| 449.475 (autopatch & direct dial 911). 

| Other club stations: HF all mode 2-meter FM 

“| 2-meter 1200 baud packet (AX.25) on 145.690. 
| Information: Bob Scarburgh, Pres - KC3EV, 


| (410) 465-2421. 
Website: http://www.qsl.net/cara. 
‘| Mailing: P.O. Box 911, Columbia, MD 21044 


3 « . We have enjoyed the peace of the holidays, and 


= 


CARA is rested and ready to rev up at our regular 
-meeting on January 26, 1999. We will install our 
_new officers and will be planning the last year of 


' the millennium activities for the club. Next month 


I will be able to report the specifics on our new 
repeater, plans for Field Day, and our annual 
Hamfest in October. 


73 de Tim/W 1 TRT 
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Dulles 
Amateur 
Radio Group 


On-the-air meeting: Tuesdays at 8:00pm on 
the Dulles repeater 

Repeater: N4FSC, 145.310- (near Dulles 
airport) 

Mail: Dulles Amateur Radio Group, P.O. Box 
5073, Herndon, VA 20172-1964 

Home Page: www.darg.org. 

Email: darg @darg.org. 

Club callsign: W4DLS 

Information: Mike Weber, WB8RDN, 703- 
450-2304. 


The past few weeks have been eventful for the 
Dulles Amateur Radio Group. Loudoun Hospital 
Emergency Drill Results 


Beginning early Saturday morning, December 
12th, thirty-five Amateurs joined the Loudoun 
Hospital Center at their facilities in Lansdowne and 
Leesburg to simulate a blizzard and loss of 
telephone communications. This simulated 
emergency drill was beneficial to both DARG and 
Loudoun Hospital in highlighting several 
procedures that work well and a few others that 
could stand some improvement. 


Both DARG and Loudoun Hospital will be 
working to improve upon the experience as we 
move forward to a closer relationship. 


A few things we learned 


Specifically, DARG learned that net controlcan 
be difficult when competing with interference from 
paging systems on nearby frequencies. A solution 
to this problem is in the works as we have received 
permission from the hospital to place permanently 
mounted antennas on the roofs of the two facilities. 
Winter, as you know, 1s antenna mounting season. 
(Check the back of your license, it’s written there.) 
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We were pleased to discover that coordination of 
the people and equipment that was required to form 
an effective emergency response went pretty well. 
DARG, through use of the Tuesday evening Net, 
the DARG.Org website and direct email, was able 
to assemble a team of thirty-five amateurs (and an 
able-bodied assistant) to answer the requirements 
of the drill. As a result of what we have learned, 
we are designing a procedure to be placed into 
service that will rapidly form. a communications 
team to serve the hospital in case of a actual 
emergency. In such a event, email and the website 
may be of little use due to the time requirement. 
Nonetheless, we ask that you please keep your 
email address current in our records. 


Finally, DARG has contacted T-MARC and has 
requested a frequency pair assignment for a 440 
MHz repeater to be located at the Loudoun Hospital 
Center’s Lansdowne site. This activity has become 
a priority for DARG in 1999, and we believe that 
the repeater will be placed into service during the 
current year. Updates on this subject will be posted 
on DARG.Org from time to time, as information 
becomes available. Another source of updates is 
DARG’s Tuesday evening net, so don’t hesitate to 
call in and ask Mike (KD4ITN) what’s new. 


Thanks to the following individuals for 
participating in the Drill: N4NMR, KD4WGU, 
W3EMH, WB8RDN, KD4ITN, W3RST, N4PBI, 
N4KWP, KI4NX, AB3H, KB3BSA, KG4AAO, 
KD4ITP, KC3BM, KD4HAS, W2HHT, VE30RW, 


KR4YS, W1HRE, KB4MNT, W40WA, KF4PQH, 


KAILM, KD4YIJ, KE4JEQ, KD4RSL, KF4ZTO, 
KM4GC (and daughter), K.D4GSX, KD4GSY, 
ABO6WK, KE4NFJ, KE4IPX, WA4AVU, K4LDT. 
(On a sad note, the morning ended with a virtual 
fatality at the Leesburg facility. And comically, 
the virtual attendants misplaced the virtual body 
somewhere near Goose Creek, as it became lost in 


the virtual blizzard on it’s way to Lansdowne. We 


hate it when that happens.) 


The 1998 Holiday Party 


Later in the day, DARG held it’s annual 
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Holiday party. The event was well attended, with 
about fifty people on hand for the festivities. There 
was a surprise ending when Mike (KD4ITN) 
announced the winner of the Icom IC-Q7A HT. 


The winner, Larry Brown (KE4IBX) requested 
that DARG donate the rig to “a worthy young 
person.” We salute Larry for his generosity, and 
have done just as he requested. DARG selected 
High School senior David Eisenberg (KD4YTIJ) a 
DARG member for several years. David’s 
achievements have earned him this recognition, and 
he will be taking the rig with him as he begins 
college next year. We’re proud to count Larry and 
David among our members. 


Oh, no! 


Get a grip on yourself... DARG will no longer 
hold a Holiday Party. Yep, that was the last one. 
No more. Nope. Sorry. ~ 


On the fourth Saturday in January, 2000, 
DARG will throw its first annual “Winter Party”! 
Yes, it’s true. The Winter Party will be just like 
the old Holiday Party, but you won’t have to worry 
about some guy stealing the fake reindeer on your 
front lawn while you’re. gone (unless 
procrastination, for you, is an art form). What’s 
more, we think that by the time of the party the 
Y2K thing will be under control, and you can put 
away your weapons and come out of your caves. 
It’ll be great! (DARG membership will still run 
from January Ist to December 31st, so here’ S 
another incentive to renew.) : 


Party Deficit 
Of course, this leaves 1999 without a party, so 
we’ll have to whip something up sometime this 
spring or summer. Maybe another “DARG dinner 
at the Diner”? 


Exam Session Schedule 


We’re working up a schedule for DARG’s 
Amateur Radio Examination Sessions to be held 
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+ in 1999. Look to the Net and DARG.Org for 
information about this; the location will be new 
“too. We’re eyeing early March for the first run. 
Membership Tally 


DARG’s membership drive came to a close on 

January 1st,.and as of that date there are 87 
members. That’s down a few from last year. (The 
_ Goose Creek guy was not a member.) If you notice 

that your autopatch code is not working, and you’ re 
trying to read Auto-Call, but it looks like there’s 
_ nothing in your hands, you don’t need glasses; it’s 
because you forgot to renew your membership. 
Call us, quick! 


And that’s it for now. 


73 de Bob/AB3H 


= Green Mountain 
Repeater 
Association 


Repeaters: *146.61 Cheverly, *146.88 
Greenbelt. *(Autopatch). 
Information: Don Tinari, W3RYQ, (301) 


262-7062. 

Mail: P.O. Box 523, Bowie, MD. 20718. 
E-mail: mgreen @erols.com. 

Socials: Luncheon, Ist Saturday of each 
month at 11:30 A.M., Laurel Centre Indoor 
Mall Eatery. 

Nets: 146.88 - Old Gent's Net, 9:30 A.M. and 
6:30 P.M. every day. Washington Adventist 
Amateur Radio Association Net, every 
Thursday at 9:30 P.M. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING; SOMETHING NEW, 
; SOMETHING OLD: 


I’m not much on socials, including those 
pertaining to amateur radio. Sometimes it is like 
pulling teeth to get me to go to parties, holiday 
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activities and especially shopping. Maybe it was 
the routine; the usual banter that I have heard 
repeated over and over again, these past 6 decades. 
But this time it was different; no it was great! The 
Amateurs, some friends of long standing, some 
acquaintances, seemed more congenial, interesting 
and for the most part ready to eat lunch and talk 
radio. 


About 50-60 GMRA members came out in 
unseasonably mild weather to enjoy the 
camaraderie. We were all in for a surprise; we 
learned something new that day, something that 
tended to remind us of the radio legacy, long 
forgotten in todays high tech environment. A legacy 
that we try to keep alive in our own ways through 
Amateur Radio. 


The highlight of the meeting, hands down, was 
the presentation by Ed Walker, N3HFT, and Charlie 
Rhodes, (Radio History Society), about the 
proposed new Radio Museum in Bowie, Maryland. 


It was fascinating to see vintage, mint 
equipment from the early 1900s, such as a spark 
gap keyer, a tube used in a radio during World War 
I that was employed in the trenches to give the 
signal that equated to “over the top boys”. And 
the first integrated circuit, (circa 1920.) No typos 
here, the dates are correct. 


We sat there, mesmerized, thinking of where 
we came from in the radio/electronics scheme of 
things. Some of the equipment is worthy of display . 
in the Smithsonian. Although, I understand that it 
costs to display equipment there, unless your 
donating the Hope diamond. But we have 
something better. Our own Radio Museum here in 
the Washington DC area! And it is free; a whole 3 
story completely refurbished home, with acreage, 
free. 


There is no question that this type of equipment, 
and others being held in storage, MUST be 
displayed in a museum for future generations to 
see. The Society needs our help in getting the 
museum ready for a possible Spring 1999 opening — 
and for tour guides. If you can spare any time at 
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yall: 340. assist; send’) mes. ani Bmail 
(mgreen @erols.com) or call (301-773-5730) and 
I will forward it to the appropriate representative. 
_Let’s give these guys and gals an assist. Do it now, 
after reading this column, providing, name, 
callsign, email and/or telephone number. PLEASE. 
(For those reading this column, you do not have to 
be a member of GMRA to volunteer.) 


Other meeting activities/actions that you will 
be pleased to read/hear about are: 


* Don Tinari, W3RYQ, was re-elected to 
another term as Treasurer. 


* Reports were made on the financial and 
technical status of the Association and its repeaters. 
All are in the healthy range. Spare parts and back- 
-up units for the repeaters/controllers and 
emergency power for both sites are top priority 
during 1999. Some new spare parts for the repeaters 
are already in hand, courtesy of a donation. 
However more is required. 


* Fight (8) subscriptions to Auto Call magazine 
were raffled off. (A free raffle ticket was given to 
those attending.) Subscriptions were exchangeable 
for a gift certificate good for one (1) lunch at the 
restaurant if the winner was already receiving the 
magazine. Two of the subscriptions were donated 
by the Foundation for Amateur Radio. Thank you 
FAR! 


* A copy of the new Operating and By-Law 
Manual and 1999 code card were displayed for the 
members and should be in your hand by the time 
you read this column. 


* Ed Walker, N3HFT, popular radio and TV 
personality, was given a Special one year 
membership by the Board of Directors for his help 
in producing and recording sound byte 
announcements for use on the repeaters. 


Look for you next-year and at our monthly 
social luncheons, the first Saturday of each month, 
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1130, at the Food Court in the Laurel Centre Mall. 
Thanks to all who turned out. 


NEWSLINE BROADCAST: 


Due to personal time constraints, I will no 
longer be able to download the weekly Friday 7pm 
Internet Newsline report to the 88 repeater: I have 
asked the Auto Call editor to remove eh 
advertisement from future issues. 


“STRAIGHT AHEAD”....73 Murray, K3BEQ 


Historical 

Electronics — | 
Museum Amateur 
RadioClub 


Meetings: Second Thursday of each month,’ 
5:30 PM,In the Historical Electronics 
Museum, West Nursery Road and Elkridge 
Landing Roads. Linthicum, Maryland ve 
to BWI Marriott Hotel). 
Info: Les Jamison, WR3X, 410-787- 0341, 

Club Station: W3GR. 
Mail: P.O. Box 746, Mail Stop 4015; 
Baltimore , MD 21203. | 
Web Bare: http://members.aol. com/wk3p/ 
se. htm 

Street address: 


1745 W. Nursery Rd, 
Linthicum, MD 21090. 


Training 


The Advanced/Extra training program begins 
on Tuesday January 19, 1999. Classes are from 
6:30PM to 9:30PM every Tuesday for 10/12 weeks 
and are held at the Museum. Call Rol Anders, 
K3RA 410-796-4792 for information and/or 
registration. All licensed hams are invited and 
there is no charge. 


There is still time to catch up if you start on 
one of the early February classes. ) 
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New Officers 


The following new officers were elected for 
1999: 


President; Les Jamison, WR3X 

Vice President; Samuel Bryant, KB3CYU 
Secretary; Chip Weems, W4PBG 

Treasurer; Nick Yokanovich, N NY 

W2W Pearl Harbor Special Event 

The 2nd annual Pearl Harbor Attack anniversary 
special event was observed at the W3GR station 
with the call W2W on December 5 & 6. 


_ The main station in the museum was operated 

on 40,20 & 15 SSB and CW as well as on the RS- 
13 Satellite and ATV. An auxiliary 10 meter W2W 
station on 10 meters was manned in the museum 
front yard. The response on the bands was terrific. 
Over 600 QSO s included 46 states and 44 
countries. 


One highlight of the event was a QSO with the 
special event station located at the Arizona 
Memorial in Pearl Harbor. The full color 8X10 
certificate will be sent to each station that QSL s 
appropriately. Unfortunately the TBL-13 and BC- 
610 did not cooperate - with a little work they will 
be used next time. It was the best special event 
operation yet and everyone involved had a most 
enjoyable time. Operators included: Rol,K3RA; 
Lee/KB3AQL; Ulis/K3LU; Mike,KB3CPV; 
Les,WR3X; Toby,KB3BWR; Chip, W4PBG; 
Nick,N NY; Bill,NG30; Gary, W3GMY; and 
Heru,W3WVV. . 


The Telegraph Era 


The technical session in December was an 
outstanding presentation on the telegraph era by 
Jim Wilson, K4BAV and his crew - dressed in the 
1840 s attire. Clicks from the sounders and 
discussion of the world of old Morse code and 
wires on poles, made a fascinating evening. Walt 
Mathers added pertinent stories of the old copper 
lines and Vivian Haurilla, who was a telegrapher 
for an old Virginia RR added authentic color. It 
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was interesting to note that two members of 
HEMARC had real proficiency with the old Morse 
code. Jim s group provided the telegraphic 
communications for the recent Gettysburg 
reenactment and many smaller Civil War and 
Historic events. 


73 de Chip W4PBG 


Laurel Amateur 
Radio Club 


A Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinator 


Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each month (ex- 
cept November & December) 7:30pm at 384 
Main Street, Laurel Md. 

Social: 2nd Wednesday of each month, except 
December (Call for directions). 

Nets: Ist & 3rd & Sth Wednesdays, 8:30pm, 
on 147.225+, no tone. 

Mail: P. O. Box 3039, Laurel, MD 20709-0039 
Exams: 3rd Saturday of each month, to pre- 
register contact: John/WB3GXW (301) 572- 
5124 after 6 P.M. 

Information: John/N3GXA 301-725-1641 or 
Jerry/N3WSG 301-937-1174. 

Web Site:http://www.webtrek.com/md/larce. 
Email: larc@webtrek.com. 


The Laurel Amateur Radio Club did it’s yearly 
duty again by helping organize the parade for the 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony on Main Street 
in the City of Laurel. There were over 25 marching 
units including two high school bands in the parade. 
Lining up marching units, fire trucks, baton 
twirlers, and Santa in a horse drawin sleigh is 
always a communications challenge. 


December 6 the club held its annual holiday 
banquet at the Timbuktu restaurant in Jessup. As 
usual, the food was excellent, we had background 
music by a keyboard player/singer who 
demonstrated a wide range of selections. Brief 
remarks were made by Hugh Turnbull/W3ABC, 
ARRL vice president, Tony Young/WA3YLO, 
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ARRL Affiliated Club Coordinator, and Chuck 
Sommer/N4OSD, President of FAR and PG 
County RACES Radio Officer. We also were 
presented with a fine plaque noting our third time 
in arow of winning the club category of the MD/ 
DC QSO Party. An increasing number of club 
members enjoy honing their contesting skills by 
participating in this event in August. 


December 27 found several club members 
helping with the communications for a 10/20 mile 
run through the Beltsville Agricultural Center. 
About 150 runners braved very cold weather. We’ I 
be helping with a marathon run over President’s 
Day weekend for the same sponsoring group. 


Finally, the club will be holding a general class 
licensing class beginning February 1, at our 
clubhouse at 384 Main Street in Laurel. It will be 
held from 7-9 pm each Monday night for nine 
weeks. The ninth week will be a full test session 
for the participants but is also open to the general 
public for anyone who wishes to come. As always, 
the test session is conducted by the Laurel Amateur 
Radio Club VE team and is free. I think we are 
now the only VEC that offers free testing. For 
information about the class, please call Pud Reaver/ 
W3YD at 301-498-6293. 


73 de Jim/WI3N 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Licensed at least 25 years ago? 


And licensed now? 
Then you should belong to the 
QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
For information write: — 
159 East 16th Ave., Dept F 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
htto://www.teleport.com/~qcwa 
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The Maryland 
Apple Dumpling 
Radio Amateur 
Society, Inc. 


Meetings: 2nd and 4th Thursdays - 7:00 P.M. 
St. Paul’s Church, 10401 Armory Avenue, 
Kensington, Maryland 20895. 
Clubhouse:MADRAS Clubhouse,11800 
Coakley Circle, Rockville, MD 20852 — 


Nets: Ist and 3rd Thursdays at 9:00 P.M. on 
145.45 MHz (PL-SA). : 
Repeaters: 444.100/449.100 MHz (PL-2A), 
145.45/144.85 MHz (PL-5SA). 


WWW Address: _ http://mvhsl.mbhs. eat 
~fwright/MADRAS.html 

Mailing: P. O. Box 2468, Wheaton, MD 20902 
Information: Leo Boberschmidt KA3TGY 
(301)946-3738, Jean Blacik N3PLC ha 
984-6114. 


The holiday season is finally at an end and we 
can get back to normal every day living. Of course, 
all those parties and goodies were definitely 
appreciated, along with renewing old 
acquaintances and merry making. Oh well, it will 
roll around in another 12 months again . 


- Our Board of Directors are busy arranging 
topics and speakers for our monthly meetings, 
which resume in January. We meet on the second 
and fourth Thursday of the month - please stop by 
and catch one of our programs. 


Due to the holiday season we have not had a 
meeting since November. Be sure to watch for the 
January Bulletin which will fill you in on the topics 
for the month of January. It will be great seeing 
old familiar faces at the meetings once again. 


We at the MADRAS Club are looking forward 
to a very exciting and rewarding 1999. Many 
thanks to all the members who participated in all 
the activities and Special Events that were held in 
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1998. We will try to make this next year even more 
interesting. 


HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!!! 


73 «... Jean - N3PLC 


Fans Montgomery 
‘ Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: lst and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month at 7:30 p.m., Executive Office Bldg, 
Montgomery Co. Govt Center, 101 Monroe 
St, Rockville. Park in underground lot G-2. 
Repeaters: 146.955 (-600) & 442.750 (PL 
156.7) in Rockville. 

Club Net: Every Sunday night at 7:30 PM, 
on the MARC repeater. 

Internet: http://www.qsl.net/marc 

Mail: MARC, P.O. Box 611, Gaithersburg, 
MD 20884-0611 

Information: Jeff - KZ3F (301) 258-0112 
Training: Ms. Rocky Jones (301) 216-5210. 


Montgomery Amateur Radio Club Notes from 
January 6, 1999 meeting. MARC membership is 
to 230 members and growing. The membership 
directory will be published at the end of January. 
Come join in the excitement. 


A general upgrade class will be held beginning 
Thursday March 4, 1999 for five weeks. Classes 
are held at the Gaithersburg High School from 7:00 
9:00 p.m. 


Thursdays. Contact, Rocky Larroca, K4YXO 
or Peggy Kelly, N3PPG for more information. 


Montgomery County RACES successfully 
assisted the Y2K Event on December 21,1998. The 
hospital radio net was fully activated and some live 
traffic was passed. The entire event is still being 
evaluated; the general feeling overall is a good one. 
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Please remember to check in to our Sunday night 
net. Sundays at 7:30 p.m. on our -146.955 repeater. 
Newsline broadcast, sell/swap, technical questions 
and club news are just some of the items covered. 
Contact Fred Bader, K3CSX, to volunteer for net 
control. 


First quarter board meeting will be held on 
January 13, 1999 at Bare Bones at 7:00 p.m. The 
1999 budget will be finalized. Our focus this year 
will be the repeater and its subcommittee the digital 
committee for our funds. 


As winter cools us all down the ARRL gives 
us an opportunity to heat up our radios January 
15-17 for the North American QSO party, phone. 
The January VHF Sweepstakes is the 22-24. The 
ARRL winter contests are sure to be the hottest 
thing going on a cold January weekend. 


The Montgomery Amateur Radio Club has 
received a letter of thanks for helping J. Wilson, 
KP4ABK, a blind ham, stay in contact with his 
friends and relatives back in Puerto Rico especially 
Ernesto Malave, KP3EM. When Ernesto called 
Laura Reinhold, N3VOL, to find someone to help 
his friend Rocky Larroca, K4Y XO was there with 
the right contact inside the Southern Maryland 
Amateur Radio Club. Rocky connected with one 
member of SMARC and three members went over 
to J’s house and helped him set up and test his 
antenna. Thank you to everyone who made J’s 
amateur radio station a possibility. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Laura G. Reinhold, N3 VOL 


P.S. See you at the EOB cafeteria for the entire 
year! 


Reminder - all submissions for 


: - — 2 
z - ; g P i. 
2 EUR re 


are due no later than 
the Ist of the month prior to the 
month of publication!! 
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National Capital 
ARES Council 


NCAC Net: Sunday at 9 PM on 146.655(-) 
Voice mail: (703) 359-3414. 
E-mail: NCAC @usa.net. 


= 


Its been a busy fall and Winter for NCAC with 
Exercise Rock-n-Roll, Marine Corps Marathon, 
ARES Institute and the Holidays! Now its time to 
slow down, evaluate what we’ ve accomplished and 
set our goals for the coming year. 


By the time this appears in your mailbox, we 
will have begun planning our next big project— 
an “Institute” for served agencies at the request of 
the Northern Va Emergency Medical Service 
Council. Fire, EMS, Police, Emergency 
Management & Red Cross personnel from 
throughout the region (not just Virginia) will be 
invited to learn about amateur radio as a resource 
during emergencies. 


A lot of agencies are reluctant to depend on 
volunteers and we will attempt to demonstrate 
through other region’s experiences, as well as our 
Own, just what we can do, what they can expect 
and how to include us in their emergency plans. 


ARES Activity 


We enjoyed a quiet First Night Alexandria this 
New Year’s Eve. It was bitter cold and at midnight, 
with fireworks, a little noisy. Venues throughout 
Old Town offered a wide variety of entertainment 
including our own NTS Holiday Greeting Station 
sponsored by Peele Travel at 1119 King Street. 


Those who were on hand to help make the 
evening go a little smoother and safer were: Steve 
NP2IL, Bill KC4VXH, Tom KA4CSG, Marilyn 
KA4JKW, Cathy AE4UM, Erv KT4DS, Lenny 
N3RPQ, Keith KCIAD, Steve K3IZ & Jeanne 
N4ZGI. 
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We’re looking forward to parade season— 
George Washington’s Birthday Celebration in 
February & St. Patrick’s Day in March. Check in 
to the NCAC Net on Sunday nights at 9 on 146.655 
compliments of the Mount Vernon Amateur Radio 
Club. 


If you are interested in learning more about 
ARES & RACES send us an e-mail at 
NCAC @usa.net or call Jeanne at (703)971-0384. 


Potomac 
Valley 
Radio Club 


Packet: K3MQH 145.63, K4FJ 145.77, 
KE3Q 145.57° 445.375, N3RR oe 
441.325, N4OHE 145.71 440.925, N4SR 
145.63, W3LPL 145.59 441.25, WR3L 145.61 
440.95. 

Web: www.pvrc.org & www.pagesz.net/ 
~pvrenc 

Repeater: 147.000(-) Thanks to Ashton RCS 
Information: Bob Dannals, W2GG@ 
amsat.org, 410-472-2004 before 9pm and Rich 
Boyd, KE3Q @erols.com, 301-464-8014. 


In state QSO parties, you work only stations 
in the sponsoring state while stations in that state 
work anybody. Work stations once for each band 
and mode. In the exchange, the “QTH” is your 
state (your county if you’re located in the 
sponsoring state). Usually a report of 59 or 599 
(SNN) is sent regardless of the actually signal. 
Local times are shown below though logs should 
be kept in UTC. Four QSO parties (VT, NH, ME, 
and DE) are on the weekend of the 6th and NC on 
the 27th. All of the below contests exclude the 12, 
17, and 30 meter bands. 


Vermont. 5th 7p to 7th 7p. CW: 40 kHz up 
from band edge, i.e., 1.84, 3.54, etc. SSB: First 25 
kHz of general band. Novice up 20 kHz from 
subband edge. Send RS(T) and QTH. 
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New Hampshire. 5th 7p to 7th 7p. CW: 30 
kHz up from band edge, i.e., 1.83, 3.53, etc. SSB: 
First 25 kHz of general band. Novice up 30 kHz 
from subband edge. Send RS(T) and QTH. 


Maine. 6th 8a to 7th 2a CW: 1.81, 3.535, 7.035, 
14.035, 21.035, 28.035. Novices up 35 kHz. SSB 
Pe to. 7 23), 14.28, 21.38, 28:32, 29.61, & 
VHF. Send RS(T) and QTH. 


Delaware. 6th 12n-12m and 7th 8a-8p, CW: 
1.825, 3.55, 7.05, 14.05, 21.05, & 28.05 Mhz. 
Novices up 25 kHz. SSB: 1.86, 3.96, 7.26, 14.26, 
21.36, & 28.36 Mhz. QSO number and QTH. 


Classic radio exchange. 6th 7p to 7th 11pm. 
CW: Up 60 kHz from edge. Voice: 3.88, 7.29, 
14.28, 21.38 & 28.32 Mhz. All radios must be at 
least 10 years old. Work anybody. Exchange RST, 
QTH, rig model. For home brew, send final tube 
or transistor type. 


School Club Roundup. 8th 8a to 12th 9p. HF 
and 2 meter simplex using voice, CW, and novice. 
Send call, RS(T), class, and QTH. Class is I 
(individual), C (non-school club), or S (school 
club). Operate 24 of the 108 hours. 


YLRL YL-OM Contests. SSB: 13th 9a to 14th 
9p. CW: 20th 9a to 21st 9p. 10-80 meters. YL 
only work OM and OM only work YL. Send QSO 
number, RS(T), and ARRL section. 


ARRL DX Contest CW. 19th 7p to 21st 7p. 
1.8 - 28 Mhz bands. Work stations outside Canada 
and the 48 states. Send RST-state (ex: SNNVA) 
and get RST-Power (ex: 100 Watt stations sends 
SNN100 or SNN1ITT). PVRC members scores add 
to the club competition score. Please work PVRC 
DXpedition NP2S on St. Croix, Virgin Is. 


North Carolina. 27th 7a-7p and 28th 7a-7p. 
CW 3.54, 3.74, 7.04, 7.14, 14.04, 21.04, 21.14, 
28.04, & 28.14 Mhz. SSB: 3.86, 7.26, 14.26, 21.36, 
& 28.36 Mhz. Send QSO number and QTH. 


CQWW 160 Meter, SSB. 27th 5p to 28th 
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llam. Send RS and state. 1830-1835 kHz should 
be clear for DX QSOs. Aclub competition contest. 
All Autocall readers are invited to contact me fora 
free copy of a shareware version of contest software 
CT 6.26 including supporting data files dated 12/ 
98. 


73, Dick Wilder, K3DI, 
913 Shore Acres Rd, Arnold, MD 21012, 
410-757-6707, wilder @clark.net, or via the 
above packet network. 


iz. Quarter Century 
w= Wireless Assn. 
ee Chapter #91 


Meetings: Neighbor’s Restaurant, Cedar Lane 
and Park Street, Vienna, VA; third Saturdays; 
Noon. Business/Program Meetings: Odd- 
numbered months. (Come at 11:30 to chat; 
program begins at noon.) Informal/Ragchew 
Meetings: Even-numbered months. 
Newsletter: Bi-monthly to all members. 
Information: Dick Rucker (KM4ML), Sec- 
retary; 10426 Darby St., Fairfax, VA 22030- 
3603; 703-591-3279. Also on the VHF net. 
VHF FM Net: Sunday 9 AM, 146.79MHz. 


Annual Holiday Party 


Thirty-five people (23 members and 12 guests) 
attended our 19 December luncheon.. Emcee Dick 
Rucker (KM4ML) categorized the 23 Chapter 91 
members: one nonagenarian; five octogenarians; 
seven septuagenarians; four sexagenarians; and six 
children (four in their fifties and two in their 
forties). 


The consensus easily was that this was our best 
party ever. The food was very good and the 
ambiance was pleasant. Best of all was the 
fellowship; delightful people indeed populate our 
chapter! 
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A female barbershop double-quartet from the 
Vienna-Falls Chorus of Sweet Adelines 
International provided outstanding entertainment! 
The Vienna-Falls Chorus regularly wins 
international honors. 


Santa Claus (looking remarkably like National 
Board Member John Swafford (W4HU)), assisted 
by cute little elves Dick Rucker (KM4ML), Jim 
Wilcox (W3WV), and Judi Booker (K3HB) 
distributed gift-exchange items. The elves then 
distributed two door prizes provided by the chapter, 
Alinco pager-size two-meter HTs. The lucky 
winners (who obviously had been especially good 
all year long!) were Marilyn Jackson (KD4DET) 
and “Swafford Claus” (W4HU) himself! Other 
special gifts provided by the chapter were three 
beautiful cut-crystal vases and five poinsettias. Jay 
Jackson (W4VG) won a Radio Shack multimeter 
donated by former National President Jack 
Kelleher (W4ZC). 


A special thanks to HRO, who again was kind 
to us by providing gifts: A 1999 ARRL Handbook 
was won by our “elder statesman” 92-year-old Jack 
Kingman (W4JT); and a Shortwave Listener’s 
Handbook went to Johnny Johnston (W3BE). 
November Meeting 


Twenty-four people (17 members and 7 guests) 
attended our 21 November meeting. President 
Terry Hines (N4ZH) presided. 


Election of Officers for 1999 


Nominating Committee Chairman Jack 
Kelleher (W4ZC) presented the recommended slate 
of candidates. These nominees were elected by 
acclamation. 


The 1999 officers for the Vic Clark Chapter 91 
of QCWA are: 


Jim Wilcox (W3WV) was appointed 
Corresponding Secretary. Many thanks to them 
for stepping forward to serve, and many thanks to 
those who served during 1998: Terry (N4ZH) 
(President); Greg Haas (WSZNT) (Vice President); 
Dick (KM4ML) Secretary/Treasurer; and Jim 
(W3WV) (Corresponding Secretary). 


Program-DXCC 


Ray Johnson (KSRJ) gave a presentation about 
ARRL’s twelve DXCC awards. Ray has earned 
the Five-Band DXCC and is on the DXCC Honor 
Roll, which currently requires at least 322 countries 
confirmed. Ray provided extensive, detailed, and 
valuable information regarding DXCC, but space 
limitations preclude giving details here. See 
Chapter 91{s bimonthly newsletter for full details. 


Ray introduced guest Mel Woods (K7CMZ) 
and member Ben Baddley (W4FQT), as two avid 
DXers with whom Ray has friendly competition. 
Both have SBDXCC and Ben is on the DXCC 
Honor Roll. 


Auction & Donations 


We took in a welcome $62! Thanks to Carl 
Gray (W4ACM) for a donation of $21; and to 
Nelson Seese (W4BHD) and Elmer Jones 
(K4EUX) for contributing auction items. 


Recent sales brought $45 to the chapter. 
Thanks to Greg Haas (W5ZNT) for donating a JPS 
ANC-4 Antenna Noise Canceler, and Elmer Jones 
(K4EUX) for a Heathkit signal generator. 


Happy Holidays 
We of Chapter 91 hope you and yours had an 


enjoyable holiday season, and that 1999 is to be 
your best year yet. 


President: Terry Hines (N4ZH) ar 73 es gl de Jim W3WV 

Vice President: Dick Rucker (KM4ML) 

Secretary: Jack Kelleher (W4ZC) 

Treasurer: Jim Laughter (W4EE) 
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x » Sterling Park 
Amateur Radio 
ee Club 
Meetings: 8:00 P.M. - Third Monday of the 
month except July and August at Sterling 


Community Center Annex, Church Rd. (Rt. 
625) near Route 28, Sterling, VA. 

Mailing: Call Box 599, Sterling, VA 20167. 
Information: Bill Lorentz, KS4II, 703-444- 
6341 or via email KS4I[@AOL.com. 


Home Page: www.qsl.net/sterling 
Club Callsign: K4NVA 


Fifteen members attended the December 
SPARC meeting. We were given a great 
presentation on the new SPARC website by Mike 
Sheleheda, KD4MTW. Mike has done an excellent 
job of putting the site together in a very short 
_ amount of time. The site includes information 
about SPARC, the Virginia QSO Party and the 
Incoming QSL bureau. Please check out the site 
at www.qsl.net/sterling. The site will continue to 
grow and we would appreciate your comments. 
For all of you with High School graduates in your 
family the Foundation for Amateur will be 
accepting applications for the 66 scholarships it 
administers for the 1999 to 2000 academic year. 
Additional information and an application form 
may be requested by letter or QSL card, 
postmarked prior to April 30, 1999 from: 


FAR Scholarships 
P O Box 831 
Riverdale, MD 20738 


Just a reminder that your 1999 SPARC 


-coordinations 


The Middle Atlantic 
FM and Repeater 
Council, Inc. 


Meetings: Coordinating Committee (CC) 
normally meets the last Monday of each 
month, 19:30, in the OEP conference room of 
the. Prince George’s County Emergency 
Operations Center off Central Avenue. 
- Address: P.O. Box 1022, Savage, Md. 20763- 
1022 for all correspondence. 

Internet: www.T-MARC.org. 

E-mail: TMARC @T—MARC.org 
Officers: President — Larry DiAnna 
WA3KOK (410) 792-3494, Idanna@ 
teamvideo.com. CC Chairman — Bill Conaway 
WSHN TE Pager C703) 8741242514 
conaways @erols.com. Ombudsman — Jim 
Erickson K3LFO (410) 549-1041 
k3lfo @erols.com. Public Info. Officer — Dave 
Prestel W8AJR (410) 203-9432 dprestel 
@sprintmail.com. 


Here is the 6m band plan adopted by T-MARC 
in November, 1998. All new repeater coordinations 
will be issued in accordance with this band plan. 
Existing repeaters which were coordinated on non— 
conforming frequencies prior to the adoption of 
this band plan will be “grandfathered”. However, 
in the event that any of these non-conforming 
are cancelled, all future 
coordinations will be issued in conformance with 
the band plan then in use. 


T-MARC Area PRIVATE 
50.00 - 54.00 MHz Band Plan! 


START STOP 


membership fees were due in January. If you have USE 

not already done so, please get your money toour 50.000 50.600 CW/SSB/AM 

Treasurer Ray Mullins, KD4RSL and complete an 50.000 50.100 CW only [97.305(c)] 

updated membership application form so we can 50.060 50.080 Automatically controlled 

keep the club records up to date. propagation beacons 
7 [97.203(d)] 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 50.100 50.125 DX Window (for contacts only 

73, Bull, KS4U with DX stations) 
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SSB DX Calling frequency 


50.110 

5) A eA SSB U.S. Calling frequency2 

50.400 AM Calling frequency 

50.600 50.780 Digital (can be paired with 

| 51.100 — 51.280 and/or 51.600 
— 51.780) 

50.800 50.980 Radio-controlled models 
(Newer R-C segment — No 
voice or digital operation) 

51.000 51.090 First Pacific DX Window 

51.100 51.2803 Digital (can be paired with 
50.600 — 50.780 and/or 51.600 
— 51.780) 

51.300 51.4803 Repeater Inputs (500 kHz 
spacing on 10 even 20 kHz 
channels) 

51.500 51.5803 FM Simplex and experimental 
(4 channels) 

51.600 51.7803 Digital (can be paired with 
50.60 — 50.780 and/or 51.100 
— 51.280) 

51.800 51.9803 Repeater Outputs (paired with 
51.100 — 51.280) 

$2,000." 52: 1003.4: 4 Second: ,. Pacific». DX 
Window5 

52.110 52.4903 Repeater Inputs (1 MHz 
spacing on 20 odd 20 kHz 
channels) 

52.510 52.5903 FM Simplex 

S225 National FM Simplex Calling 
frequency 

52.610 52.9903 Repeater Inputs (1 MHz 


spacing on 20 odd 20 kHz 
channels) 

53.000 + ea 100 kHz6 Radio—Controlled models 
(Older R-C segment using 
wide-band receivers) 

53.0903,4 FM Simplex 

experimental (4 channels) 

Repeater Outputs 

Used in emergency areas for 

RACES communications with 

military stations on matters 

requiring 

[97.407(b)(3)] 

51.5903,4 FM Simplex and 
experimental (4 channels) 


53.010 and 


53.110 53.4903 


53.300 


53.510 
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53.610 53.9903 Repeater Outputs 


1. This band plan was recommended by the T- 
MARC Open Band Planning Committee, and 
adopted by the T-MARC membership on 
November 15, 1998. 


2. There is a national effort under way to move 
the domestic SSB calling frequency from 50.125 
MHz to 50.200 MHz. If such a move is universally 
adopted, this band plan will be amended to reflect 
the change. 


3. FM channels between 51.100 and 51.980 
MHz use the even 20 kHz frequencies, in order to 
conform to the SERA band plan. FM channels 
between 52.110 and 53.990 MHz use the odd 20 
kHz frequencies. 


4. These segments may be used for repeater 
inputs or outputs in other areas. Therefore, caution 
should be observed when using these frequencies 
when the band is open. 


5. Existing coordinated repeaters with inputs 
within this segment in the T-MARC area will be 
“grandfathered”. No new repeaters will be 
coordinated within this segment. 


6. R-C usage in this segment is slowly being 
phased out, as users acquire newer, narrow-band, — 
equipment which operates in the 50.80 — 50.98 
band segment. The Academy of Model 
Aeronautics (AMA) should be consulted for 
information regarding continued use of these — 
frequencies. 


the Ist of the month prior to the 
month of publication!! 
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Vienna 
Wireless 
we Society 
Meetings: 7:30 pm the second and fourth 
Fridays of the month in the cafeteria of the 


~ Vienna Elementary School, 128 Center Street 
- South, Vienna, VA 22180. 


‘Nets: Pow-Wow nightly: at 9 pm on 28.444 
MHz. Slow speed code, nightly 8:30 pm on 


28.390 MHz. Vienna Emergency Net, 

Wednesday 7:30 pm 146.685(-). 

Repeaters: K4HTA 146.685(-), 448.375(-). 
Information: Steven Karty, NSSK, president, 
~ (703) 938-5454; Programs: Mike Steussy, 

AEAR, (703) 281-0010. 

Mailing: P.O. Box 418, Vienna, VA 22183 


Important Notes: 


1. The VWS Hamfest WINTERFEST will be 
held at Northern Virginia Community College, 
8333 Little River Turnpike (Route 236) in 
Annandale, VA (less than one mile from the Capital 
- Beltway around Washington, D.C.) on Sunday, 
28 February 1999. ~ 


Frostbite Tailgate opens 6 am on a first-come 
basis. Indoor area opens 7 am. Admission is $5, 
tailgate space is $10 including admission, and 
indoor tables are $15. ARRL VE exams are at 8 
am the same day. Talk-in on 146.91(-) & 146.685 
(-). For more information, contact Mike Toia, 
K3MT (WINTERFEST Chairman) at (703) 757- 
7021 or go to http://www.erols.com/k3mt/vws/ 
wf98/hamfest.htm 


_2. The VWS meetings were moved to the 
Vienna Elementary School, 128 Center Street 
South, Vienna, VA, starting with the 8 January 1999 
meeting. | 


The 11 December 1998 VWS Meeting was held 


at the Vienna Presbyterian Church, due to the 
Vienna Community Center-being closed for 
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renovations. This was our annual holiday party, 
and the program included several “boat-anchor” 
presentations of older gear. New Club Officers 
appointed by the Board of Directors'‘are Steven 
Karty, president, and Alan Bosch, KO4ALA, vice- 
president. Pete Sypher, KC4SI, remains treasurer 


and Bill Kamm, KC4VXH, remains secretary. 


Training: Kurt Wehle, WA4SMI, will start a 
class on 22 March which will run through 24 May. 
All classes will be held at the Patrick Henry 
regional library in Vienna from 7 to 9 pm. Kurt, 
who can be reached at (703) 534-3905, would also 
like to run a Summer course aimed at attracting 
younger hams. 


Programs: Mike Steussy gave a summary of 
speakers for 1998 and a preview of coming 
attractions. On 22 January, Leo Boverschmitt, 
W3LEO, of the Apple Dumpling Radio Club will 
speak on a DXpedition he attended and working 
DX. 


ARRL Spectrum Preservation Fund: Pete 
Sypher mentioned a recent issue of QST Magazine 
which requested donations to help the ARRL fight 
off spectrum bandits at the next International 
Telephony Union Conference. After discussion, a 
motion was made and seconded to send this fund a 
club donation of $200. An amendment to raise the 
amount to $500 was made and seconded. The 
amended motion was passed by a majority. 


73, Steven N5SK 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


14803 Build America Drive, Bldg B 
Woodbridge, VA 22191 
(703) 643-1063, (800) 444-4799 


ANAHEIM, CA * ATLANTA, GA * DENVER, CO * NEW CASTILE, DE 
OAKLAND CA * PHOENIX, AZ * PORTLAND, OR * SALEM, NH 


SAN DEGO, CA * SUNNYVALE, CA * VAN NUYS, CA * WOODBRIDGE. VA 
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Woodbridge 
Wireless, 
Inc. 


Meetings: Second Tuesday of each month at 
Springwoods and Chaucer, Lake Ridge, VA. 
Net: Monday nights at 2000 on 147.24 with 
224.78 link. 

Packet: N4SR 145.63 (DX packet cluster) 
Luncheon: Every Friday at noon. Check-in 
on 147.24 for location. 

Repeaters: WB4FQR 147.24 (+), WB4FQR 
224.78 (-), WB4FQR 444.90 (+), N4LIJZ 
147.585 simplex PL-100 HZ 

Mailing: PO Box.112,Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Information: Bob Graham, K4RG, 703/878- 
0697 

Web Page: http://www.pwcweb.com/wwi/ 


WWI HOLIDAY PARTY WAS A SUCCESS 


The 25th annual WWI Holiday Party was great. 
The food at Kilroys was also very good. Ann 
Heidig, KD4PKP gave a fine talk about wine 
making and wine tasting. We even sampled two 
wines, and got to keep the glasses. Thanks to all 
the door prize contributors: Virginia 
Microcomputer (WAODYJ), Ham Radio Outlet, 
W4DC, KE4TKU, Dixie Bones, TGI Fridays, 
Princess House (Susan T. Doss), Haircuttery (Bobie 
Beach), AUTOCALL, and Larry’s Hair Design. 
See you next year. The tentative date is December 
11,.1999 - Any help? 


~- DAYTON 1999 


Too early to think about it? Not at all! The 
Dayton Hamvention is 14, 15, and 16 May 1999. 
Car pools and rooms are already being discussed 
among WWI members. Last year 12 members 
attended. If you haven’t been to Dayton, it’s really 


‘Ham Heaven - there are 2,738 flea market spaces, 


over 600 indoor exhibit booths, and forums on 
various ham topics. In the evening, there are 
various dinners and hospitality suites in the various 
hotels. . 


The program for the February 9th WWI 
meeting will be on Moon Bounce by our very own. 
Jack O’mara, W4AD. All are welcome to our. 
meetings - Visit the WWI homepage for directions. 


IMPORTANT WWI DATES 


DATE EVENT 
POC @ 
February 9 Monthly WWI Meeting 


(Moonbounce-W4AD) WD4KOF 


February 22 Vienna Frostfest 

145.24 s ‘ 

March 6 & 7 ARRL DX phone contest 
WWI DXPEDITION to HKO 

March 9 Monthly WWI Meeting 
(Crew-KB2ECN) WD4KOF 


March 27 (T) 
KB2ECN 


Crew Races begin 


Do you have a nomination for 
FAR's Ham of the Month? 


Any licensed amateur radio operator in the Auto-Call subscription area who has contributed — 
significantly to the amateur community can be nominated. Provide a narrative of 250 to 500 
words describing the contributions of the nominee and forward to the FAR Ham of the the Month 
nomination chairman, Tony Young, WA3YLO, at 12016 Long Ridge Lane, Bowie, MD 20715. 
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February 1999” 


Non-commercial advertising of Amateur asso- 
ciated equipment is available to subscribers of 
Auto-Call at the rate of 5 cents per word with a 
$2.00 minimum. Commercial vendors and non- 
subscriber rate is 17 cents per word with a $5.50 
(1 inch) minimum. Special headings or special 
spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but 
such ads will be charged at the column inch rate. 


Estate sales for Widows assistance handled by a 
FAR club will be published without cost. 


Your full name and address must be provided 
with each ad but need not be published. No ads 


WANTED: 60 Hz Generator, 120-0-120 VAC, 
single-phase, 10 kW to 50 kW with 1800 RPM 
shaft speed desired. Will transport. Call Roger at 
(301) 394-4775 during working hours. [02/99] 


WANTED: Tubes, 860, 861, and 4-1000A pulls. 
Tube manual (Vade Mecum) 1948, By P.H. Brans. 
Also RCA 44BX microphone any condx. 
K4LJH @juno.com (540) 338-7845. [05/99] 


FOR SALE: Yaesu FT-1000 - mint condition; with 
Yaesu MD-1 desk mike and original carton. 200 
watts, dual-channel reception and lots of great 
features. $2,250. Allan, KA4HSL, Alexandria 
(703) 567-0800. [01/99] 


FOR SALE: MFJ 934 Antenna Tuner/Artificial 
Ground, like new, original box and manuals, used 
very little. $125.00. Ken Queen, N3MCY 410-437- 
7142 after SPM kequeen @aol.com [12/98] 


February 1999 


AUTOR CALL 


will be accepted over the telephone and all ads 


must be prepaid. Ads that will be running for 


longer than 1 month must be accompanied by a 
letter stating the length that the ad is to be run. 
Since no effort is made to investigate advertis- 
ers, no warranty can be implied. Copy MUST 
be received by the Ist day of the month prior to 
the month of publication.Send all commercial 
and non-commercial advertising and Shack Sales 
to: 


John Queen, Auto-Call Editor 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
(301) 855-0198 


FREE: Cushcraft 4 bay 10M Cubical Quad 
Antenna, in pieces, one bay is broken, can be fixed 
by ingenious ham. You Haul. Ken Queen, NSMCY 
410-437-7142 after SPM kequeen @aol.com [12/98] 


: FOR SALE: Kenwood TS-450S/AT 10-80m Xcvr 


with Astron RS-20 Power Supply. Virtually new 
condition. Package includes 10-40m wire dipole 
and 80m sloper. $650.00. K3EH (301) 279-6562. 
[12/98] 


FOR SALE: Widows Assistance from the estate 
of Ed Phillips, W3TSK. Heathkit SB-200 Linear 
Amplifer, $250.00; Heathkit IM-2410 Frequency 
Counter, $50.00; Heathkit HM-10A Dipper Tuner, 
$15.00;- Heathkit ~ VF-1 Frequency 
Oscillator,$20.00; Swan SWR-1 meter,$20.00; 2- 
Heathkit HM-11 SWR meters, $15.00; Heathkit 
MDL-1B5281 RLC Bridge, $10.00; Astatic D-104 
Mike, $40.00; Power Supply, 15V-DC, 30 
A,$75.00; Kenwood R-100 Receiver, $175.00; 
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Heathkit HW-12 SSB 80 Meter Transceiver, 
$45.00; ICOM IC25H Mobile 2 Meter 
Transceiver,$100.00; Heathkit HW-101 10-80 
Meter Transceiver, $145.00; Heathkit 20 Meter 
SSB Transceiver,$45.00;ICOM .IC-740 
Transceiver, $250.00;Homebrew Antenna Tuner, 
$25.00. Please call Bob Henkel, NA3R, on 301- 
649-4494 or e-mail jrhenkel @erols.com. 


Michael C. Martin 
N3RWE 


Intererence Investigator 
ESO&C Substation Operations 


& Test-Electronics 


8400B Old Marlboro Pike 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 


Office/Fax 301 967-5230 Pager 202 530-3731 
Email MCMARTIN@PEPCO.COM 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE 
WEEKLY BROADCAST: 


Listen to weekly amateur radio and related 
broadcasts professionally produced by The 
Amateur Radio Newsline, on the 146.88 
repeater each Friday at 7 PM. The broadcasts 
are downloaded directly off of the Internet to 
the repeater just hours after they become 
available. 


QSL CARDS FOR WAS AND 
DXCC CHECKED LOCALLY! 


QSLS FOR ARRL WAS AND DXCC AWARDS CAN BE 
CHECKED LOCALLY, USUALLY ON A WHILE-U- 
WAIT BASIS. CONTACT K3BEQ (301) 773-5730 FOR 
DETAILS. CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY TO 
DXCC AWARDS. SORRY, NO MAIL-INS. 

73 Murray (K3BEQ) mgreen @erols.com 
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| Norm's Rotor Service 

5263 Agro Drive 
Frederick, MD 21703 
(301) 874-5885 


*Rebuilt rotors for sale « ‘Parts (for U.S.-built rts) 


« We buy used U.S. rotors, control wuts for CASE 
NORM JEWELER, W3NRS 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWS SERVICE 
is an organization of publishers and editors 
of Amateur Radio newsletters and members 
engaged in public relations. Its purpose is 
to assist editors in any way possible. For 
information, write to Lee Knirko, W9MOL, 
Amateur Radio News Service, 833 Park 
Plaine, Parke Ridge, IL 60067. 


Mid-Atlantic Radio Club. Become a part 
of one of the country's fastest growing vin- 
tage radio clubs. The Mid-Atlantic Antique 
Radio Club is an active group of radio col- 
lectors, restorers and historians. For a 
sample newsletter, write to Barry 
Zimmerman, MAARC Membership Chair, 
5825 Woodwinds Circle, Frederick, MD ; 
21703-7579. (301) 696-5561. away | 


MAHLON LOOMIS 
INVENTOR OF RADIO 
By Thomas Appleby 
Second Printing 
Available From 
SVANHOLM RESEARCH 
LABORATORIES 

; P.O. Box 81 
- Washington, D.C. 20044 
Please Send $25.00 Donation 
With $5.00 for S & H 


[SWP] 
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RECEPTACLE 
UG-296N. S0-239 uG-366u 


The R.F. Connection 
213 N. Frederick Ave., Suite 11, Gaithersburg, MD. mene 
301- 840- 5477 


oon JWO SERVICES 
ARRL, AMECO, RSGB, CALLBOOK, W5YI, CQ, G. WEST, etc. 
Ham related books; software and video tapes — all at a discount! 


i Code Tapes-Code Keys-Oscillators-Instructor Guides-all class needs with one call! 
_ QST VIEWS CD ROMs (List $39.95) Only $37 each: 1990-1994; 1985-1989: 1980-1984: 1975-1979: 
1970-1974; 1965-1969; 1960-1964; 1950-1959; 1940-1949; 1930-1939: New 1915-1929!. 
QST CD ROMs (List $19.95) Only $18.50 each: 1995; 1996; and 1997. 
_CALLBOOK CD-ROM, 1999! (List $49.95) Only $39.00 - Available this month! Latest Edition! QRZ, 
HAM RADIO! CD-ROM (List $29.95) Only $18.00. 
“ 1999 ARRL HANDBOOK, New! (List $32) 1-9, Only $29.50. 
' ARRL ANTENNA BOOK CD ROM, New! For Windows. and Macintosh! (List $39.95) Only $37.00) 
New improved On-Line Catalog - www.jwoservices.com - with easy to use shopping cart, automated 
order form, and greater security for your credit card. 
E-Mail address: johnw3is @igateway.com 


Only $0.40 handling per order plus actual shipping. J WO SERVICES 


: John W. Obradovich, W3IS 
JWO SERVICES 12 Hickory Place, Camp Hill, PA 17011 
Catalog of Savings - FREE! Phone: (717) 731-4747. - Fax: (717) 730-9373 > 
Over 10 years of excellent service yostdeade Shipments. 
around the world! . . & es m8 We also accept Novus 
<< | & Discover cards! 
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Auto Call Production Policy ae 


Deadline: The deadline for ALL sub- 
missions to Auto.Call is the Ist day of 
the month prior to the month of publi- 
cation. When submitting via regular 
mail, time your mailing to ensure de- 
livery by the Ist of the month. 


Submitting Material to Aufo Call 


Submissions for Auto Call will be accepted in the 
following formats: 


Electronically: Submissions are 
accepted via any of the major on line 
services directly or over the Internet. 
Use the format exactly as follows: 


Internet - JohnQueen@ AOL.com 

America On Line - JohnQueen 

AppleLink - johnqueen @ aol.com @internet# 

- BitNet - johnqueen%aol.com@cunyvm 
CompuServe - INTERNET:johnqueen @ aol.com 
Connect - johnqueen @aol.com 

Delphi - internet’”’johnqueen @ aol.com” 
FidoNet - To johnqueen @aol.com<CR><CR> 
GEnie - johnqueen @ aol.com @inet# 

MCI Mail - mbx: johnqueen @aol.com 
Prodigy - johnqueen @aol.com 


Regular Mail: Mail typewritten or 
computer generated hard copy to: 
John Queen, Editor, Auto Call 
Magazine, 755 Woodland Way, 
Owings, MD 20736. Ensure that 
your printed material is dark enough for scanning. 


Computer Disk: Submissions are 
accepted on 3.5" or 5.25" computer 
disk, in either Macintosh or MS-DOS 
format, using Word, WordPerfect, or 
standard ASCII text files. Write your name, tele- 
phone number, and club name on the disk. Sub- 
mit graphic files (club logos, etc) in an EPS or TIFF 
format. Please verify the readibility of your com- 
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puter files before sending. If you want your com- 
puter disk returned immediately, include a SASE 
envelope with .32 postage. Otherwise, disks will | 
be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 


Preparing Material for Submission 


Club Columns: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page in each issue for club columns. In 
determining space requirements, figure about 700° 
words per page not including the space taken up 
by headings, photos, etc. Indent paragraphs .25" 
and double space to begin a new paragraph. Send 
club header information ONLY when different — 
from what was published from previous month. 
The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material for space, content and/or applicability. 


Hamfests/Events: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page per year to promote one club spon- 
sored hamfest, convention, or special event. Sub- 
mit clean black & white camera ready copy only 
by mail. Master copy should be in black ink on 
white paper and should be in proper page ratio, 
(Copy space is 7" wide by 9" high). Copy can be 
reduced or enlarged as necessary. Electronic sub- 
missions of Hamfest ads will not be accepted. 


Photographs: The editor will select the best 
photograph submitted for the cover each month. ~ 
Photographs should depict club members, club sta- _ 
tions, or amateur radio related events that are cur- 
rent and noteworthy. Clubs may also submit pho- 
tographs for inclusion with their club column. Pho- 
tographs will be used in columns when space per- 
mits. Either B&W or color photos can be used. 
For each photograph submitted, write your name, 
phone number, and club name, along with a de- 
scription of the photograph on a piece of paper, 
and tape it on the back of the photograph. Do not 
write on the back of your photo. If you want your 
photos returned immediately, include a SASE en- 
velope with sufficient postage. Otherwise, photos — 
will be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 
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BENEFITS FOR YOU... 


QST, QSL Bureau Awards, Low Cost Insurance, Operating Aids, 
Government Liason and more - - Much More! 
i het regen ge nrc ee ee a a a a er he Se ee, See. pee 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AUTO-CALL 


ect eee Se Be Ye Gall: 


| Address: 
I City: State: Zip: 


i $31 in U.S. $42 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Individuals age 65 and over, upon submitting one-time proof of age, may 
request special dues rate of $24 in the U.S. $36 elsewhere in U.S. funds. Persons age 21 and younger may qualify 
for special rates, write for application. For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance 

| for membership. 


| Visa, MC, AMEX, Discover #: 


SS seo 


| Signature: Expires: 
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H : Roanoke Division Director 

Kay C. Craigie, WT3P The American Radio Relay League enn Karode, NAMM 
5 Faggs Manor Lane 225 Main St. Rt. 1, Box73-A 


Paoli, PA 19301 : Boyce, VA22620 
Phone: (610) 993-9623 Newington, CT. 06111 USA Phone: (540) 837-1340 


. Atlantic Division Director 
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‘Le Magazine Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription to Auto-Call: 35 New aa Renewal | |citt 


For Lk year Gi years. Subscription rate is only $8.00 per year. (You 
may also order a sample copy of the most recent issue for just $1.00 which 
Will be applied to your subscription), 


ee: © SUR Vee es Yt Call 


Address: 
By tai ou a Mua, .-<. State: Zip: 
Make check payable to the Foundation P.O, Box 7612 
For Amateur Radio and mail form tos = US CPUICH, VA 
A allel 22040-7612 
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